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Youngsters enjoy 
a festive success 
with card designs 

- see page 3 



Call to sign up for 
Beacon Centre’s 
mountain adventure 

- see page 5 



Licensed for 
spirits - spooky 
guide to pubs 

- see page 6 



Booze-drug 
killer alert 
for revellers 

REVELLERS in Dudley were 
given a stark health warning on 
the risks of mixing alcohol and 
drugs. 

Members of awareness group, 
safe & sound, spoke with 
drinkers and party-goers in 
Sedgley and Stourbridge. 

The team hit the streets of the 
two towns with a hard-hitting 
message about the potentially 
lethal substance cocaethylene, 
created by the body when 
alcohol and cocaine are mixed. 

In Stourbridge participating 
bars displayed information and 
party goers who turn on their 
bluetooth systems on their 
mobile phones received a 
message directly telling them 
where they can get more infor¬ 
mation. 

The campaign, run by 
Dudley’s community safety 
partnership, is called drop dead 
gorgeous and features a graphic 
image of a reveller who has suf¬ 
fered from the consequences. 

Fumes leave 
night workers 
with sore eyes 

EIGHT staff at a Black Country 
hospital were treated for sore 
eyes after a chemical scare. 

A one-litre tub of clear liquid 
was found with no lid in a 
laundry and storage room at 
Dudley’s Russells Hall Hospital 
last Tuesday night. 

The fumes it was giving off 
had been affecting the eyes of 
staff using the ground floor 
room. It is thought the liquid 
could have been a mix of clean¬ 
ing products. 

Fire crews were called to the 
scene at about 10pm. 

Eight workers were treated 
for eye irritation but none was 
thought to have suffered serious 
injuries. The container of liquid 
was unlabelled, said crew 
manager Andrew Papworth, of 
Brierley Hill Fire Station. 

No patients were affected by 
the fumes. 


Food for 
thought 
at zoo 


ANIMALS at Dudley 
Zoo are providing food 
for thought as stars of 
a new calender to help 
good causes. 

Some of the exotic resi¬ 
dents there have been 
pictured tucking into 
their favourite meals 
with a Best of British 
theme. 

Each month features a 
picture highlighting an 
aspect of the zoo’s policy 
of buying British - and if 
possible Midland-grown - 
food for its animals . 

Moat 

Zoo spokeswoman Jill 
Hitchman said: “It’s not a 
new story, we’ve been 
doing it since 1937 when 
the zoo opened, but it has 
one or two surprises. 

“Few people know that 
bamboo for our red 
pandas is grown in the 
moat of an ancient Shrop¬ 
shire manor house. 

“We are really pleased 
with the calender, it looks 
fantastic.” 

Proceeds from the 
£6.99 calendar will go 
towards supporting 
lemurs in the wild in 
Madagascar and Help for 
Heroes. 



Keepers Nicola Wright, left, and Sophie Dugmore with Dudley Zoo’s 2011 Best of British calendar which 
highlights its exotic species and their favourite foods 


Hospital ‘red 
alert’ status 
is removed 


A HOSPITAL in the Black 
Country has been taken 
off “red alert” after slash¬ 
ing accident and emer¬ 
gency waiting times. 

Russells Hall Hospital in 
Dudley had been categorized 
as a high risk after repeat¬ 
edly missing targets for 
patient waiting times. But 
just 12 months on, NHS regu¬ 
lator Monitor has removed 
the “red” rating and down¬ 
graded it by two levels to 
“amber-green”. 

Dudley Group of Hospitals 
NHS Foundation Trust, 
which runs the hospital, was 
placed on red alert after 
falling short of the target 
which stated that 98 per cent 
of A&E patients should be 
seen within four hours, with a 
score of 97.96 per cent. 

Monitor spokesman 

Michael Moruzzi said: “Since 
then, the trust has demon¬ 
strated considerable progress 
towards addressing our con¬ 
cerns and has robust plans in 
place to continue to do so. 

“Having considered this, 
Monitor’s board decided to 
remove Dudley Group of Hos¬ 


pitals from significant 
breach, and assign a lower 
risk rating for governance.” 

Monitor classifies each 
NHS trust as one of four risk 
ratings — green, amber-green, 
red-amber, and red. 

Nearly £1 million was 
invested in the A&E depart¬ 
ment by the trust after being 
placed in the worst category. 

Extra senior medical staff 
posts were created and 60 
new members of staff were 
recruited to help ease waiting 
times. Aconsultancy firm was 
also drafted in at a cost of 
£160,000. 

Determination 

Trust chief executive Paula 
Clark said: “The trust has 
worked hard over the last 12 
months to improve. 

“We are proud that we have 
gone from a position where 
we were narrowly missing 
the target to one where we 
are now one of the best per¬ 
forming trusts in the region.” 

“I would like to thank the 
staff across the trust for all 
their hard work and determi¬ 
nation to help improve our 
performance.” 


DOUBLE DELIGHT 
AT LOTTERY CASH 


Making a date 
with Age UK 

A 2011 calendar featuring scenic 
photographs taken around 
Dudley are available from Age 
UK. The calendarhas been com¬ 
piled by the Leap Over 60 
Project. 

The calendars cost £4 and are 
available from Age UK Dudley 
at The Junction in Cradley 
Road, Netherton. Call 01384 
343535 or visit www.ageuk 
dudley.org.uk 


T WO Dudley organisa¬ 
tions are toasting in the 
New Year more than 
£16,000 richer after being 
awarded grants to fund their 
community work. 

Dudley African Community Trust and 
Lapal Primary School earned £9,990 and 
£6,650 respectively from the Big Lottery 
Fund after applying for grants earlier this 
year. 

They could ask for between £300 and £10,000 
from the Awards for All programme, which hands 


By TIM SPIERS 

Dudleychrons@expressandstar.co.uk 
out money to community groups and charities. 

Grants had to be for a specific project or activity 
and the Dudley winners are two of 84 across the 
West Midlands to receive the good news. 

Vanessa Kokonganto recently established 
Dudley African Community Trust and said the 
money would go towards cookery classes for fam¬ 
ilies from minority backgrounds. 

Brilliant 

Some funds will also go towards organisational 
development training for the group’s manage¬ 
ment committee. 

“We’re very, very pleased,” she said. 


‘We have 28 members and this is just brilliant 
news.” 

John Taylor, head of Big Lottery Fund in the 
West Midlands, said the Trust was a deserving 
cause. 

“Dudley African Community Trust’s family 
cooking project will bring together budding cooks 
of all ages and backgrounds to prepare healthy 
dishes in a fun, friendly atmosphere. 

‘Many people in Dudley stand to benefit by 
learning new skills and mixing with other 
members of the local community. 

“It is a very worthy project and I’m delighted 
that the Big Lottery Fund is able to support it in 
this way.” 

Meanwhile, Lapal Primary School in Hale- 
oswen will use their £6,650 windfall to fund a 


pond and garden area. They applied for the 
money through the extended schools project and 
Emma Tolley, the school’s senior leader with 
responsibility for community, will oversee how it 
is used. 

Jeannette Mackinney, consultant headteacher 
at Lapal, said: “They money will make a real 
impact on the children. 

“We’re absolutely delighted and work will start 
in the New Year.” 

Mr Taylor added: “I would encourage people 
across the West Midlands to seize the moment 
and apply to the Big Lottery Fund’s Awards for 
All programme for funding that can make their 
ideas a reality in 2011. A lottery grant could be a 
great start to the New Year for hundreds more 
local community groups.” 
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When 
canals 
cut the 



A steam train gets diverted along the Bumble Hole Line in the early 1960s 


The Baptist End Halt on the Bumble Hole Line, pictured in August 1962 


way for industry 


I n many ways the face of 
Netherton today has been 
shaped by the various kinds 
of transport used in the past. 

The canals made a big difference 
to the area by paving the way for 
industrial growth. 

According to the book Netherton 
by historian Ned Williams many of 
the major works were built with a 
view to being served by the canal. 

The opening of an 11-mile stretch 
of waterway spurred a colliery 
revival. 

The launch of the Dudley No 2. 


canal in May 1798 revived works 
around Netherton. 

Other methods of transport have 
also had an impact on Netherton. 

The construction of the turnpike 
road leading from Dudley to Hale¬ 
sowen and on to Bromsgrove is 
what put Netherton on the map in 
the first place while residential 
development in Netherton at the 
end of the 19th century was helped 
by the electric tramway. 

Meanwhile 20th century housing 
schemes prompted the Midland 
Red company to provide more serv- 



Part of Dudley NO.2 Canal to Worcester and Birmingham Canal in 1905 


ices to Netherton. These days the 
road network is the quickest way to 
get around Netherton but images 
from Mr Williams’ book show how 
busy the canals were in years gone 
by. 

An image from the book dating 
back to April 1984 shows a large 
group of people celebrating after 
restoration work was completed 
near the Netherton Tunnel to solve 
subsidence issues which first flared 
in 1902. 

Trevor Luckcuck, from the 
British Waterways Board, 
reopened the tunnel in a boat-based 
ceremony in 1984. 

The tunnel opened in August 
1858 and provided direct access 
from the Dudley No.2 canal to the 
rest of the Birmingham Canal Nav¬ 
igation’s System at Tividale. 

One of Netherton’s forgotten 
means of transport is the old 
railway line. In the early 1960s, 
mainline trains were often diverted 
along the tracks via the Bumble 
Hole line, which ran between 
Dudley and Old Hill. 

Trains would stop at Baptist End 
Halt and Darby End Halt, as well as 
a proper station at Windmill End 
when the line opened in 1878. 

• Pictures and information 
supplied by Netherton by Ned 
Williams 



British Waterways’ Trevor Luckcuck reopens Netherton Tunnel in 1984 
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Pupils’ 
writing 
boosted 
by film 


A FILM showing Black 
Country children the 
work of the emergency 
services has won a top 
award for also improving 
their writing skills. 

Called Emergency!, the 
film features actors, school- 
children, members of the 
emergency services and real 
lifesavers. 

After watching the film, 
youngsters write about 
what they have learned 
including why not to make 
hoax calls, fire safety and 
what to do in an emergency. 

And the project has now 
won an award for raising lit¬ 
eracy levels, after children 
showed they improved 
when writing about the 
film. 

Maths 

Sandwell’s Mayor, Coun¬ 
cillor Pauline Hinton, pre¬ 
sented the award to 
representatives from the 
council and the emergency 
services. 

The film is being used at 
Sandwell primary schools 
and has been so popular 
that a similar programme 
concentrating on improving 
maths has also been 
launched. 

The Maths With The 
Emergency Services project 
was launched on December 
10 and includes online 
material allowing students 
to do maths puzzles faced by 
police and fire services. 

The aim is to make the 
children feel like they 
addressing real problems, 
rather than just sums from 
a work book. The project 
will also involve trips to fire 
and police stations. 


Rat-infested takeaway: 
Boss must pay £1,200 


THE owner of a rat-infested Dudley takeaway that had mould on the 
walls and grease on the ceiling has been ordered to pay almost £1,200. 

Health inspectors who visited Happy Evergrace Chinese Takeaway in 
Tipton issued an emergency order to close the premises because they feared it 
posed a risk to customers. At West Bromwich Magistrates Court, owner Wai 
Hoong Woo admitted three charges of breaking food hygiene laws. 

Emma Hall, prosecuting, said inspectors found gnawing marks in the skirting boards 
and rat holes and rat droppings when they visited the Laburnum Road takeaway last 
month. Miss Hall said there was food debris on the floor and there were scissors, a chip 
scoop and a can opener covered in grease and encrusted food. 

As well as the rat holes and droppings there was spilled rat bait at the rear of the 
premises plus cooked prawns mixed with raw chicken and raw prawns. The fridge was 
dirty and there were discoloured tiles. Alight switch was covered in grease and some of 
the door hinges were broken. “There were extremely poor standards of cleanliness,” 
- Miss Hall said. 


Charity seeks 
stars of future 


A HALESOWEN charity 
is launching a new X 
Factor-style competition 
for musicians of all ages. 

The Halesowen Founda¬ 
tion, which offers financial 
support to support to learn¬ 
ers who have demonstrated 
talents and abilities specifi¬ 
cally in sport and music, is 
running the event to find 
fresh talent. 

Youngsters will be per¬ 
forming in front of judges on 
Saturday February 12, 2011 
in four categories, digital 
music and percussion; brass 
and woodwind, piano and 
strings and voice. 

There are also three age 
groups, under 11s, 11-15 
and aged 16 plus. 

Winners from each cate¬ 
gory and age range will be 
invited to a celebration 
dinner at Halesowen 


College’s restaurant where 
trophies and certificates 
will be presented. 

Keith Bate, Director, said: 
“This is the first year we 
have held this competition 
and we are really eager to 
see the range of talented 
young people. I know 
already that the judges will 
have a really difficult deci¬ 
sion. 

Exciting 

“I would urge everyone to 
get their entry forms filled 
in as soon as possible to be 
part of this exciting new 
competition.” 

Entry forms and the 
terms and conditions can be 
downloaded from Hale¬ 
sowen Foundation’s website 
www.halesowenfounda- 
tion.org The closing date for 
entries is Janury 14. 


“There was evidence of rat 
activity. It was indicative of 
little or no routine clean¬ 
ing.” 

Officers closed the prem¬ 
ises but Miss Hall said since 
the inspection, the restau¬ 
rant had been sterilised and 
disinfected and allowed to 
reopen. 

Woo, who runs the take¬ 
away with his wife, chose to 
represent himself at last 
week’s hearing. 

The 50-year-old, of 
Nuttall Grove, Handsworth, 
said he had not had much 
time to clean in recent 
months because he had been 
occupied by a gang that 
hung outside the takeaway. 

On one occasion, he said, 
they had thrown a lit fire¬ 
work into the shop. 

“I have been in this busi¬ 
ness 40 years and never had 
this problem before. “I have 
major problems with people 
outside. I spend 80 per cent 
of my time trying to stop 
kids causing trouble and 20 
per cent of the time clean¬ 
ing.” 

Woo was fined £280 and 
ordered to pay £902 costs 
plus a £15 victim surcharge. 



Card winners - left, Sophie Hall with Halesowen Chronicle sales team leader Annette 
Ford and Sue Harvey of Furbyshings Furniture, sponsors of the winning design. 
Right, advertsing supervisor Glyn Law with winner Ellie Marsh 


CREATIVE Black Country young¬ 
sters have had their artwork printed 
as Christmas cards in a competition 
run by The Chronicle. 

Their designs were printed in the 
paper and readers voted for the seasonal 
greeting they would most like to send to 
families and friends. 

In October 48 children from Cotwall 
End Primary School in Sedgley entered 
the competition and Ellie Marsh’s 
Christmas tree design was voted tops. 

She was presented with a box of 
Christmas cards copied from her design 
for her to send out to family and frineds 
and a framed card to keep. 

Chronicle advertising manager Glyn 


Law made the presentation. The school 
also received a £50 cheque in the com- 
petiton sponsored by Chilli and Creme of 
Sedgley. 

In Blackheath, eight-year-old Sophie 
Hall’s work impressed the readers. 

Winning 

The Blackheath Primary School pupil 
also collected a box of cards with her 
design and framed card from Halesowen 
Chronicle sales team leader Annette 
Ford. Also at the presnetation was Sue 
Harvey of Furbyshings Furniture, spon¬ 
sors of the winning design. Nearly 50 
pupils at the school entered the competi¬ 
tion. 


MEET YOUR 
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Tim Spiers 
01902 319363 



Sarah Hazelwood 
01902 319490 



Annabel Mottram 
01902 319499 



Chris Feehan 
01902 313131 ex 3213 


You can email 
information and 
pictures to 

Dudley chrons 
@expressandstar.co.uk 


For advertising call 
01384 353254 


www.yourchronicle. 




ALocd Business You Cm Trust ^ji j w 

0121 550 7088 


Chiropody Clinic 


201-203 Halesowen Road, 
CHd HJ», &6A 6HE 


Condensation 01 
Moisture in your 
Windows ? 


Oil p*apw.tft{ii'J)r 
itfiTUMid mlfcfoo rdf 
tk p«fo to i>fkct 
Htaii tBTft'i C w ¥ii iji** <Hi. 

Orttfk M w U i« it* tk uiJft 
Oil 


i«m| 


Free Quotation 
01902 406915 


Safety access yiur lift! 


li birrs d offer 

fitful fjry 


to AfUAiiij xrm 

<UOfT 


2A2I52 

Mt4ilhi07A17 41 « 505 

iMc tocdi ukfltAi Su * tuc crtf 


•Ji Mvw.stfm.ca.uk 


Mark Smith 0 


WINTER OFFERS SI 

INT6RMT FREE CREDIT 


BUYNOV PAY NO TUrta 
UNTIL 


►TV* * 

» • • i •* did J»i i f •.« i. m i *.l 

Jill m Ailii) 

iiM »i ** I »Hd Aim 

EGT -c.rj£ 

'Wr* wr>r>ii»yoni 
WMMT41WI 


M-w 


TTC4IU-XC V 


eiv.ftiJi 

Mat* 


n i-a 

i Jv >w 


UAtrgaaciiiQ 

r* 

n * LA ft* 

MMrff RW, 

t>*yt** i» 

rtUXrUMUAV II.V 


rtmwHiDVi-i: 

NtHOFOIfJttTUO 

rtWfKif# TUOCiT 

4'imin u m i\w 

nwurm&M 

H/OTRVDTJV 

VO 471 )VA7* 
uu »» arorftftjuci i it 


smsmmsm 

C Jliinbc 


Digital Aerials 

HALESOWEN 

B 5 W £20 OFF 

AJB 1 ‘f mi'll its *iwi 

liuiwkr |iw •mtrUiitaw 

111 «a»r<**nal8'.«wi 


DIGITAL AND FREEVIEW AERIALS 
REPAIRS ft TUNING ft MULTIROOMS 
established Over 25 Year ,s 




*. »u# -ri 

Ilk* H«t# 

I-A| «f • 

<i »wl • 

m Idle 
11^4--6, - 
Emm ^UrtUiiil 


TeJepi .-*»»• unMkn* Lre 

Cftwrii^j till 
Stouibidyt; CudUy t 
Hidft«ov.\iM i»e*is 


S3 O 




0 1^54 26 1 9 O6 

uitu ia mi tarn tetns ,i»#»i Nwn. Uteri* tMI 

17.4707 ia/i rojf nte 


OAP Discomt 

Free Quotations 


♦rt’i 











































































Page 4 HALESOWEN CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 30 2010 


thechronicle 



Terri-Louise’s seashells vase This is a recent cameo vase creation Terri-Louise Colledge, one of the last remaining traditional cameo artists 


When every day is 
just like Christmas 




NERVOUSLY waiting for her 
colourful pieces to come out of 
the fiery furnace, Terri-Louise 
Colledge admits that every day 
for her feels like Christmas. 

The 50-year-old, who lives in 
Coseley, is one of the last remaining 
traditional cameo artists in the 
country. 

Her work is so close to that of the 19th 
century glassworkers, such as Thomas 
Webb, that she has been commissioned 
by a museum to create a piece to add to 
their collection. 

Broadfield House Glass Museum in 
Kingswinford has a cameo room, which 
originally inspired Terri-Louise to go 
into that type of glass design. 

Terri-Louise, who lives in Upper 
Ettingshall Road, Hurst Hill, is now in 
talks with the museum to discuss the 
type of piece that would fit in to their col¬ 
lection. 

“It can take a couple of months to 
make a cameo piece as they are so intri¬ 
cate,” says Terri-Louise. 


Black Country grandmother 
Terri-Louise Colledge has 
been asked to create a 
piece of glasswork for a 
popular museum. The 
established cameo artist 
spoke to CATHY SPENCER 

“To make a cameo I get the piece of 
glass when it is all white and then draw 
a design on sticky-backed plastic,” she 
added. 

“I put the plastic onto the vase and 
sandblast it down to the colour under¬ 
neath using a dentist’s drill. 

Beautiful 

“Cameos show the different layers of 
coloured glass and they do look beauti¬ 
ful.” 

Terri-Louise, who is married to 


husband Michael, has two children, 
Delyse, aged 25, and Jordan, 21, as well 
as a grandson, Tyler, aged 6. 

“I loved art at school and the teachers 
never picked me out as being anything 
special. 

“But I knew I wanted to be a painter,” 
said the former High Areal School pupil. 

“I never thought I was anything excep¬ 
tional but now when people see my work 
they are amazed.” 

Terri-Louise is now based at Wordsley- 
based Okra Glass, where she works as a 
freelance decorating the items it pro¬ 
duces. 

Established in 1979, the firm is one of 
the most successful glass studios in 
Britain and specialises in creating gifts 
and limited edition pieces including 
perfume bottles, vases and paper¬ 
weights. 

She said: “People ask if the beautiful 
glass items become boring to us after so 
long. But I have to admit that waiting for 
the furnace to open in the morning, to 
see how each piece has turned out, 
makes you feel like a child on Christmas 
Day.” 



Terri-Louise Colledge works on a new mermaid piece 
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Pledge on future 
of troubled JB’s 


Fundraising adventure 



Poles appeal - fundraiser Jo Ellis, left, and fundraising manager 
Clare Thomas 


FUNDRAISERS in the Black 
Country are being urged to put on 
their walking boots and join a charity 
trek through the Polish mountains. 

The challenge has been organised 
by the Beacon Centre for the Blind in 
Sedgley to boost funds. 

Walkers will spend five days 
trekking though the hills near 
Pieniny National Park from Septem¬ 
ber 22 to 27. 

Along the way they will be stop¬ 
ping in a mixture of guesthouses, 
hotels and mountain huts. To take 


part fundraisers need to raise a 
minimum of £1600, which will be due 
in July. Fundraising officer Karen 
Gullick said: “We are looking for 
adventurous people to join us on our 
Mountain Trek in Poland.” 

The centre has been running for 
140 years, helping partially or fully 
blind people live an independent life. 

For further information contact 
community fundraising officer Karen 
Gullick on 01902 880111 or log on to 
the web address which can be found 
at www.beacon4blind.co.uk 


TROUBLED Dudley rock club 
JB’s will remain open until new 
managers take over, its former 
owners vowed. 

Sam and Sue Jukes had 
announced they would be retiring in 
January after ringing in the new year. 

But last week they promised fans of 
the live music venue in Castle Hill 
they would “stick it out until the end”. 
The club was placed in administra¬ 
tion earlier this year with debts of 
£450,000 and it was feared it could 
shut if the pair left before a new 
owner was found. 

Administrators have revealed 
advanced negotiations with a poten¬ 
tial buyer of the business are under 
way. 

Mr and Mrs Jukes said now a deal 
was close, they didn’t want to jeopar¬ 
dise the club’s future by closing up. 

Mrs Jukes, aged 59, said: “We’re 
planning to stick it out until the end - 
we’re just not sure when the end will 
be yet. 

“We will be retiring next year but 
are not sure yet when that will be. 

Calm 

“We are carrying on as far as we can 
carry on. It’s just a matter of keep 
calm, and carry on for now.” 

She said she wanted to make 
people aware the club was still open, 
and would be hosting the annual 
“Christmas rocks” Christmas Eve 
party and the New Year bash as 
normal. 

“We’ve had some great support 
from people and we don’t want to let 
them down, especially when we’re 
hoping the deal will be signed soon,” 
she added. 

The club is now in the hands of 
Stourbridge-based administrators 
John D Travers & Co, who put the 
business, including the premises, up 
for sale for £350,000. 

Managing director John Travers 
said he was in the midst of advanced 
negotiations with buyers. 

He said they have declared their 
intention to continue using it as a 
music venue. 


Plans to 
develop 
worship 
centre 


A FORMER industrial 
site is set to be trans¬ 
formed into a new 
Sikh Gurdwara under 
plans submitted to 
Sandwell Council. 

Members of the Gurd¬ 
wara Guru Hargobind 
Sahib Ji say they have 
outgrown their home in 
Dudley Road West, Tivi- 
dale, and now want to 
redevelop land and the 
vacant Britannic House 
in nearby Britannia 
Street and Upper Chapel 
Street. 

A prayer hall, commu¬ 
nity hall, classrooms and 
kitchen are all included 
in the plans. 

The proposals include 
converting an industrial 
building to house com¬ 
munity activities. 

Bigger 

Balbinder Singh, a 
committee member at 
the Gurdwara, said: “The 
main thing is we are on a 
main road at the moment 
and there are parking 
problems and we have 
also started youth activi¬ 
ties and there is no space. 

“A lot of the people in 
the congregation come 
from Smethwick and so 
the congregation is 
getting bigger and we 
need more space.” 

Mr Singh said they had 
already bought the site, 
which houses the old Bri¬ 
tannic House, for 
£240,000, much of which 
was paid for by donations 
from members of the con¬ 
gregation. It is estimated 
at least another £ 100,000 
will be needed to rede¬ 
velop the site. 

It is hoped it will be 
open by next spring. 
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Beacon Hotel - watch out for the former landlady The Whittington - hidden monks The Horse and Jockey - scene of a suicide The Talbot - a roaming mistress 




Licensed for spirits 


A couple of authors have been looking at 
the grisly past of the Black Country’s 
most haunted pubs - and there are some 
spooky stories to be told. 

The Whittington Inn, on the A449 near Kinver, has 
several high profile spectres associated with it, 
according the book Beer and Spirits. 

Staff and customers have seen a monk hiding there — 
perhaps dating back to the Reformation when Catholics hid 
in fear of their lives at pub. It is also reported that Lady 
Jane Grey stayed at theere. The ghost of Lady Jane, who 
was briefly Queen of England in the 16th century, has been 
spotted many times over the years. Even on the road 
outside the car park there have been numerous sightings of 
notorious local highwayman Captain Kitson - so be careful 
on your way home! 

Light-hearted 

The Crooked House, Himley, is a famous old pub with 
tales to tell. Formerly an 18th century farmhouse, it has 
been visited by the apparition of a young parlour maid. A 
psychic identified the woman as Polly and she can some¬ 
times be seen standing near the old fireplace. 

Many legends in the book by David Taylor and Andrew 
Homer are of a light-hearted nature. There is the story of 
Anne Horton, a ‘lady of the night’ who is said to follow 
young men home from The Giffard Arms, in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton city centre. 

But other tales take a more poignant turn. The Talbot 
Hotel, Stourbridge, dates back to 1685 and this rich history 
includes an 18th century landlord’s mistress who has been 
spotted roaming the building in search of her dead child. 


Pubs in the Black 
Country are said to 
have spooky things 
going on, ADAM BATE 
dips into a new book 
that reveals some of 
the most haunted 

The Old Still Inn, King Street, Wolverhampton, also has 
a disturbing history. Built in the early 1750s, the presence 
of a former licensee who hung himself in the 1900s is still 
felt in the pub. A second hanging of a young child is said to 
have occurred years later — and the sobbing can often be 
heard from the upper floors of the building. 

Highgate Brewery Stores, Walsall, is a Victorian pub on a 
site going back to medieval times and when workmen 
began renovating the pub in 1998 they were shocked by 
some of the strange events. 

Tools regularly went missing and it was assumed to be a 
practical joke until one workman was confronted by a dis¬ 
embodied head when alone in what is now the Cellar Bar. 

When a pub has been around as long as The Manor 
House, West Bromwich, it is bound to have a history. This 
historical gem boasts a 14th century moat and a chapel 
that may date back to the late 15th century. 

But The Manor House is also thought to be home to a 
variety of apparitions. There is the nervous man who 
haunts the great hall and even the large black cat that 


stalks the upper solar bar. Even reconstructed pubs cannot 
escape ghostly activity. The Bottle and Glass was moved to 
the Black Country Living Museum in 1979 from its previ¬ 
ous location in Brierley Hill Road, Brockmoor, near the 
Stourbridge Canal at the top of the 16 locks. 

It was there that Minnie Holden, who lived at the pub for 
periods between 1914 and 1928, first experienced unusual 
activity. But staff at the museum still believe the Bottle 
and Glass to be haunted and have reported strange, inex¬ 
plicable noises coming from the pub. 

The Horse and Jockey, Wednesbury, is a Victorian pub 
that was, according to legend, the scene of a tragic suicide. 

A man walked into the pub, ordered a double brandy, 
drank it and promptly shot himself. His ghost - known to 
staff as Cyril — is thought to be still haunting the premises. 

Beady eyes 

At the Beacon Hotel, Sedgley, a spooky painting of former 
landlady Sarah Hughes has been unnerving managers of 
the Victorian pub for years. The beady eyes of her portrait 
in the sitting room seem to follow visitors as she keeps a 
watchful eye over her pub. 

Mr Taylor founded Parasearch, a West Midlands group 
that investigates paranormal phenomena in 1896. Mr 
Homer is a past vice chairman of the organisation. 

They said: ‘While the stories and accounts in this book 
are not meant to offer any proof or conclusive evidence of 
ghosts, they do offer a fresh look at new and more tradi¬ 
tional accounts of haunted pubs in the Black Country and 
the surrounding area.” 

The book, featuring more than 60 local pubs across 
nearly 100 pages, is available through Amberley Pub¬ 
lishing priced at £12.99. 




The Giffard Arms - haunted by a lady of the night 



The Crooked House - visited by Polly 
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LEARN TO DANOE 

Ballroom and Latin/Salsa 

ST. KEN ELM’S 

CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 
BROMSGROVE ROAD. ROMS LEY. HALESOWEN, 
WEST MIDLANDS B62 OLF 
(On the left fjst above the Sun Pulixo House.) 

SUE AND GEORGE WEAVER 
ARE PROUD TO PRESENT 
NEW BEGINNERS CLASSES 

Starting Tuesday 4th January 
Bagirinene Ballroom arid Lat inf Salsa 7 CO prn 
Improvers Ballroom and Latin 7.45 pm 
I improvers Salsa 8 30 pm 

Singles welcome 
Fun easy to follow instructions 
No book in groining fee 

For fitHwr details please visit on website 

www.dence-x-treme.co.uk 

or call Sue or George on 07971 579626 
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A snapshot of the Garrison Military Police in Abbassia, in 1937, 
with Mr Harris second from the left on the back row 



Mr Harris’s birth certificate, shows he was born on January 9, 
1917, in Bower Lane, Quarry Bank 



Roland Harris on 
horseback 


Discovered, a suitcase 
packed full of memories 



Some of the photographs, including 
family shots which do not include 
Rowland Harris 


A suitcase containing poig¬ 
nant letters from a Black 
Country soldier who died 
aged 26 in the Second World War 
has been discovered in a Dudley 
care home. 

The stash of documents, which also 
included photos, was found in the loft 
of Alexandra House, Pensnett, when 
a maintenance worker was searching 
for Christmas decorations. 

They reveal details of the army 
career of Rowland Harris, from 
Dudley, dating back to when he 
signed up in 1934 to his death in 
1942. 

In a series of letters sent by the 
former Quarry Bank Council School 
pupil to his mother while he was on 
service, he assured her that he would 
soon return, but it appears he never 
did. 

While the documentation shows 
the gunner in the Royal Regiment of 
Artillery began serving in Egypt in 
1936, it also reveals a statement of his 
death from the army which says he 
was killed by “enemy air fire” in the 
Middle East Battle on March 31, 


1942. He was buried at a military 
cemetery in Halfaya Solium, Egypt, 
and a photo of the grave was sent to 
his family. 

It is thought that the mystery case 
belonged to his mother Elizabeth, 
who died in 1953, before being passed 
on to his sister Dora. It is not know if 
she is still alive, but staff at the care 
home believe she once stayed there. 

In a note Mr Harris sent on 
January 1, 1941 to his mother’s home 
at Bower Lane, Quarry Bank, he 
says: “Mother, I am perfectly alright 
now, but have been in hospital for a 
few weeks with nose trouble, but 
everything is running smoothly once 
more. 

Fears 

“The war won’t last forever so don’t 
be surprised if one day you see me 
again come up the garden path and 
I’ll be much the same.” 

Another message passed on Mr 
Harris’ congratulations to his brother 
John after his first son was born, 
while expressing fears over his hair 
loss due to stress. 

Written on August 13, 1938, it 


reads: “John says that the baby fea¬ 
tures me but I doubt it because my 
hair is steadily falling out and I have 
tried all sorts of hair restorers but 
without any success. 

“Never mind, I suppose I shall 
retain it when I return to England. 

“I hope to be in England in 15 
months time. I know it is rather a 
long wait for us all but I still have a 
service here to accomplish.” 

Another note speaks of the increase 
in the cost of living in Britain due to 
the war and his concerns that his 
mother would not cope on her own. 

Mr Harris writes: “I got your corre¬ 
spondence yesterday and I’m pleased 
to hear you got the money alright. 

“Mother, please don’t send me any¬ 
thing for I can acquire everything 
here much cheaper than you earn at 
home. 

“I also know that nowadays a 
penny costs a shilling so I implore you 
not to send me anything. If you should 
ever need anything let me know and 
everything I have is yours.” 

The case also holds a number of 
photos of Mr Harris on service includ¬ 
ing a group photo of the Garrison Mil- 



The suitcase found in the loft at 
Alexandra House - at the top are 
two wallets with Egyptian print and, 
right, the inside of one of the wallet 
with a photograph of Rowland 
Harris during his army days 

itary Police in Abbassia in 1937. Staff 
at the care home are now hoping to 
trace his family and are appealing for 
them or anyone with information to 
get in touch. 

Naomi Jones, care manager at the 
home, said: “These need to be in the 
care of someone related to him. 

“Some of these letters are so sad 
and they would help the family learn 
about this man’s life.” 

If you are related to Mr Harris or 
have any information call Alexandra 
House on 01384 77441. 
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The Peace Memorial, focal point for ceremonies at Stevens Park today A house which once stood in or near Stevens Park in the 1920s 


Black Country pride in 
town showpiece park 


CARNIVALS, sports contests and remem¬ 
brance services are among the array of 
events which have been hosted by Stevens 
Park, in Quarry Bank through the decades. 

The park in Thorns Road has attracted a 
range of community events to put the town on 
the map. Quarry Bank acquired its public park 
through the generosity of renowned Stour¬ 
bridge philanthropist Ernest Stevens after 
World War One. Mr Stevens had a long associa¬ 


tion with the town, having grown up in the 
area. He married his wife Mary, a member of 
the Wesleyan Methodist congregation, in 
Mount Pleasant, and set up home with her in 
Thorns Road for ten years. 

He gave the land to Quarry Bank Urban 
District Council for a park to be landscaped. Its 
opening in July 1921 was on a grand scale with 
hundreds joining a procession from Lower High 
Street. 

Around 7,000 people were said to have 


arrived at the park for the ceremony hosted by 
Mr and Mrs Stevens. Huge metal gates were 
constructed at the entrance off Thorns Road 
thanks to manufacturers Hill & Smith Ltd, of 
Harts Hill, which also produced the main gates 
for Stourbridge’s Mary Stevens Park. 

Quarry Bank’s council met in at a house in 
Park Road bordering the park until the author¬ 
ity was absorbed into Brierley Hill in 1934. 

One of the main features of the park is the 
Quarry Bank Peace Memorial dedicated to sol¬ 
diers from the town. 

It was unveiled in October 1931 by the Dean 
of Worcester, Dr W. Moore, with Mr Stevens 
helping to fund the memorial. 

The memorial is still the focal point for 
Remembrance Day ceremonies each November. 

Competitions 

Another landmark in the Quarry Bank cal¬ 
endar was the town’s carnival, with the park 
playing its part in the annual festivities. Ele¬ 
ments of the carnival included fancy dress com¬ 
petitions, roller cycle racing and a carnival 
queen contest. 

Up to 10,000 people attended the park for the 
1958 carnival to see Margaret Whyatt crowned 
as that year’s Quarry Bank carnival queen. 

The last traditional carnival was held in 
2000. In recent years, an annual family fun day 
has been held in its place. 



The grand gateway at the entrance to Stevens Park in Thorns Road, Quarry Bank, Dudley 



Roller cycle racing taking place in Stevens Park during the 1957 carnival 



Quarry Bank carnival queen Margaret Whyatt and her attendants Norma Hodgetts 
and Joan Cooper, at the town’s annual festivities in summer 1958 



The Fourways lh Zl?ZTj s 


Bar Be Que Nation 




EAT lN(OR TAKEAWAY SERVICE 




Open. 

70 fyhl 

a week 


Portway Hijl, 

Rowley Regis,, 

West Midlands B65 9DD 

0121 559 4394 

KITCHEN OPENING HOURS: 

Man to Tltur 5*00 pm-1 0.30 pm 
PH to Sun 12*00 pm-1 1*00 pm 
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Film puts 
focus on 
d yslexia 
sufferers 

KRISSY, the star of a new Black 
Country made film, has these words 
to say to schools: “I’m not stupid. The 
teachers just don’t understand me.” 

Young Wordsley film maker Dan Evans, 
managing director of Expressive Arts Pro¬ 
ductions, has produced the DVD - called 
Musik - with the help of family and 
friends, a Star Wars actor, the famous 
Pinewood Studios, local schools and an 
Aston Martin supercar. 

And Dan achieved all of that with a 
budget of just£5,000. Jeremy Bulloch, who 
played Boba Fett in Star Wars films and 
Edwin in the Cliff Richard movie Summer 
Holiday, appears in the film. 

He plays Krissy’s maths teacher in 
Musik, which aims to inspire people with 
dyslexia. It is about a teenage girl who is 
labelled ‘stupid’ and faces torment from 
bullies at school. 

Producing 

A fifth of the profits from sales will go to 
the British Dyslexia Association, which is 
promoting the film through its newsletters 
and magazines. 

Dan, aged 22, of Swanfield Road, Word¬ 
sley, who specialises in producing corpo¬ 
rate, commercial and training DVDs, 
music videos and films, shot ‘Musik’ at 
Pinewood Studios, The Wordsley School, 
The Brier special school in Kingswinford 
and a friend’s mock medieval mansion in 
Lawnswood, Wordsley. 

Krissy, played by 19-year-old Natasha 
Bennett - a Gornal singer whose stage 
name is Taisa - turns her life around by 
learning to play the saxophone, deter¬ 
mined to show the world that being 
dyslexic does not stop her from being suc¬ 
cessful. Along the way viewers learn a lot 



Film maker Dan Evans and, inset, 
Natasha Bennett 

more about how dyslexia is diagnosed - 
and that people with the condition are 
often intelligent, creative and successful. 

The script was written by Dan’s girl¬ 
friend, musician Joanne Naylor, aged 23, 
of Wolverhampton Road, Sedgley, who 
plays the saxophone. 

“Joanne really researched the subject 
well, reading books about it and talking to 
people she knows with dyslexia,” said Dan, 
who gained a BTEC National Diploma in 
media - moving image at Halesowen 
College. 

“We wanted to raise awareness that 
people with dyslexia are not stupid but 
have a different way of thinking and a dif¬ 
ferent perspective on life. 

“In our film Krissy, who is aged 15, 
comes out of her shell when she learns to 
play the saxophone and she enters a talent 
show at school.” 

The DVD costs £4.50, a download is 95p 
and downloadable streams are available 
for 45p (SD) or 60p (HD). 



STOCK CLEARANCE SALE 
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Sarah was a pupil at Halesowen The family with Sarah when she was A smile for the camera - Sarah 
Road School, the Iron School, and 104 - from left, Joyce Rivers, enjoying family time at a party held 
is seen here at the age of 21 Michael, Roy and Bryan Edge at her son Roy’s house 


A century of 
history 
for Sarah 


Sarah Edge saw 
two world wars, trav¬ 
elled across the globe 
at the age of 70 and 
lived to the age of 
105. 

Her grand-daughter 
Abigail Edge looks 
back on Sarah’s life. 


SARAH EDGE, the oldest 
woman in the Dudley 
borough, if not the Midlands, 
has died at the age of 105. 

Sarah (nee White) was born at 
Mousesweet Cottage, Netherton, 
on March 14, 1905. 

Known as Sally to her friends, she 
attended Halesowen Road School in 
Netherton, commonly known as the 
Iron School due to the fact it was con¬ 
structed entirely of corrugated iron. 

Each morning before school Sarah 
delivered milk from her grandfather’s 
dairy farm using a small horse-cart. 

One of seven children born to Ellen 
and Edward, a builder, Sarah shared 
a bed with two of her sisters in the 
cramped two-bedroom cottage while 
their two brothers slept in the same 
room behind a partition. The family 
had few luxuries but Sarah enjoyed 
singing in the choir at Spring Meadow 


Baptist Chapel, Old Hill. At more 
than 90 years old she could remember 
all the words to her favourite hymn, 
The Old Rugged Cross. 

She also vividly remembered the 
fright of seeing an enormous German 
Zeppelin airship whirring in the skies 
above her home following the advent 
of the First World War. 

After leaving school at 14, Sarah 
went to work at D Leonardt & Co, one 
of the main firms in Birmingham’s 
then-booming pen industry. 

Nuggets 

She worked there for seven years, 
and one of her duties was collecting 
gold nuggets from the Jewellery 
Quarter to be moulded into fountain 
pen nibs. 

In her early 20s, Sarah met 
Charles, a local toolmaker, through a 
mutual friend. They married in June 
1930 at St Andrews Church, Nether¬ 


ton, with Sarah walking all the way to 
church in her wedding dress. 

Less than a year later their first 
child arrived, a daughter named 
Joyce, soon followed by three sons: 
Bryan, Michael and Roy. 

Michael was born on a hot night in 
July 1943, when Britain was under 
wartime blackout. Charles and 
Sarah — who was then heavily in 
labour - received a warning from the 
air-raid warden for allowing a beam of 
light to escape from a window they 
had opened a crack to let some air into 
the house. 

The young family lived at first with 
Charles’ parents in Claremont Street, 
Cradley Heath, later moving to 
Linton Road, Old Hill. Sarah was 
more at home in the garden than the 
kitchen, and had a particular talent 
for propagating plants and bushes. 

She also enjoyed weekend jaunts to 
seaside towns such as Bournemouth 



Sarah Edge on her 100th birthday with the telegram from the Queen 


and Weston-super-Mare. She was an 
active member of the Haden Hill 
Darby and Joan Club, with which, on 
one occasion, visited the Isle of Skye. 

At the age of 70 she travelled 
abroad for the first time, visiting her 
youngest son Roy who lived in Aus¬ 
tralia and spending six months in 
Perth. Roy, 65, spent six years in 
Perth as an operating theatre techni¬ 
cian and Sarah made the journey to 
see him in 1972. 

“She was a tough woman and when¬ 
ever she saw a snake, she’d shrug it 
off, maybe even poke it with a stick,” 
said Roy, who now lives in Brockley’s 
Walk, Kinver. “I think she really 
enjoyed her time over there and 
absolutely loved the sunshine.” 


Charles passed away in 1976, but 
Sarah remained at Linton Road until 
shortly after her 100th birthday, 
when she received the first of two 
telegrams from the Queen. 

There was more than 100 years 
between Sarah and her youngest 
grandchild, Alicia, and she was also 
great-grandmother of two. 

Sarah passed away peacefully on 
December 7 with family at her side, at 
Woodlands Gate Rest Home, 
Pedmore, where she had been a resi¬ 
dent for the last five years. 

Her son Michael, 67, said his 
mother would be remembered fondly. 

“She was always there for us and 
lived for her family. She was a wonder¬ 
ful mother.” 


Homes plan 
approved for 
sports pitch 

SEVENTY HOMES are due to be built 
on a sports pitch in Halesowen despite 
the plans being labelled “deplorable”. 

The proposals for flats and houses on the 
site of Coombs Wood Sports and Social Club 
were given the go-ahead on December 13. 

Residents are currently fighting plans for 
the club’s new site in Stewarts Road, with a 
public inquiry due to be held by the plan¬ 
ning inspectorate in January. 

And, despite being given approval, the 
housing scheme on the existing cricket 
pitch between Lodgefield Road and Coombs 
Road will not go ahead until the future of 
the club’s new site had been secured. 

Councillor Geoffrey Southall said: “The 
whole concept is deplorable. I accept the 
principle of building new homes but I feel 
this is a desecration of a very nice area.” 

But fellow committee members disagreed 
and voted to approve the plans for 17 two- 
bedroom flats along with nine two- 
bedroom, 18 three-bedroom and 26 
four-bedroom houses. 

Original proposals for 80 homes had been 
given outline approval in September, 2009. 

These have been reduced to 70 to accom¬ 
modate a three-storey L-shaped “barrier 
block” containing flats, to reduce the effects 
of noise disturbance from a nearby indus¬ 
trial site. 

Only one letter of objection to the propos¬ 
als was received, but hundreds of residents 
have united to oppose the new sports club 
plans for the Coombs Wood Green Wedge. 

Campaigners wrote to the Government 
demanding an inquiry after planning per¬ 
mission was granted in April. 

House will be turned 
into a taxi office 

A VICTORIAN house in Dudley will be 
turned into a taxi office after plans were 
given the go-ahead. 

The property in Wolverhampton Street, 
next to the Dudley College campus in the 
town, will become the base for a taxi firm. 

The business will be limited to operating 
just three taxis to stop cars spilling over 
into a nearby Dudley Council car park. 

Planning permission was granted by the 
authority’s development control committee 
earlier this month. 


health 



New Year open weekend 

15th and 16th of January 2011 

9.00 am*2.00 pm 

Com© and try us for FREE! Bring along a friend 

VUbrfcjut inlfieqynx cadto sulleor join in oneof cur mini taster litnsss sessions;- 
irtcUdingTciai Body Bast, Cane*nTen*, Lome Body Bltz, surf)* n Ton*, 
Fa! Burning F un, Boot C snip Circuits, Ladies Sett Deforce and Vbraticrs Pfate 
’Shdvsoutz* Sessions (details ofttnesulth t \club andateocn uuefastei 
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__ FREE |»iiz* draw to wii a THREE M0HTI MEMBERSHIP!! 
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Unit 1 Borough Court, Grammar School Lane, Halesowen B63 3SW 

rr a 0/1/1/") Friendly comfortable atmosphere 
U1Z1 Z>Z>U from a family run business 
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ww.work-outz 



OPENING HOURS 
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Suites From £399 

Call Today 
01384482082 


Sofas From £99 


DiscouiKFumitureStore 


Leather beds From £99 

~ Opposite the 
Merry hill Centre 


Unit 2-3, Enterprise Trading Estate. Brierley Hill, West Midlands, DY5 1TX, 
Opening Times, Mon - Sat 9:00am - 5:00pm,Sun - 10:00am - 4:00pm 

Many items available for immediate delivery 




Page 12 HALESOWEN CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 30 2010 


thechronicle 



wtthhi 2 

For r *errioe ct*u Jr**.*# c#U 


HEW OFFER FRENCH/PATIO DOORS 
FULLY FITTED FROM £649 


• ttav kn proved 10 point Claw Lock • Steel reinforced 

MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 

ww*v. c^uncltclooix^inchvinck^w^co. u It 


DOORS & 
WINDOWS LTD 

JANUARY SALE 
NOW ON 


lkgiufd/GLi»ij 
Opvc Dooc* from 


Fully Fitted 


1 r l ■ • 


Ujrvc Door* from 

€349 

Fully Fitted 


Tel: 07759 536818 or 
01902 842706 


Teaching ‘icon’ retires 
after 35 years at school 


DEPUTY headteacher John 
Simms has said farewell to 
the Kingswinford school 
where he has become an 
“icon” over the past 35 years. 

Mr Simms, aged 58, joined The 
Kingswinford School as head of 
PE and later set up the IT depart¬ 
ment and rose through the ranks 
to become deputy head 12 months 
ago. 

He is retiring to spend more 
time with his family and on his 
hobbies - including golf and ball¬ 
room dancing. 

During his time at the school he 
has seen well over 5,000 pupils 
through their secondary educa¬ 
tion. Colleague Shaun 
Callaghan, science curriculum 
leader, said: “He is Mr Kingswin¬ 
ford - he’s like a stick of rock with 
‘Kingswinford’ running right 
through him. 

“He’s an icon here and will be 
sadly missed.” 

Special 

Colleagues organised a splen¬ 
did send-off for him at Dudley 
Kingswinford Rugby Club, even 
fixing it for 75-year-old Keith 
Dent, his old French teacher at 
Wednesbury Boys High School 
who inspired him to join the pro¬ 
fession, to attend. 

Mr Simms’s first job, 36 years 
ago, was as probationary teacher 
at Alexander High School, 
Tipton, and he went straight on a 
year later to The Kingswinford 
School, in Water Street, where he 
spent the rest of his career. 

“There’s something about this 
school - a family atmosphere, it’s 
a very special place,” he said. 

“When I started here there 
were about 450 pupils but now 
there are 920 - and staffing has 
trebled to around 120 teachers 
and support staff. 

“This places pulses through my 
veins and it was an extremely dif¬ 
ficult decision to take to retire 
and leave the kids, the school and 



John Simms with pupils, clockwise from bottom left, Ben Rudd, 
Tom Oakley, Courtney Smith, Jacob Wedderburn, Aaron James 


and Reece Bills and,inset, 

my colleagues. But I now have 
three grandsons and I would like 
to spend more time with my 
family and on my hobbies.” 

Mr Simms lives with his wife, 
Eryl, in Mannerley Lane, Telford. 

He and his wife took up ball¬ 
room dancing two years ago fol¬ 
lowing in the footsteps of his late 


John teaching PE in 1980 

parents, John and Gwen Simms, 
of Wednesbury, who were profes¬ 
sional ballroom teachers. 

Principal deputy head, 
Bronwyn Hedley, said: “All our 
students know him very well and 
he always put the children and 
staff first. He will leave a hole 
here.” 


GAMES 
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Getting creative 


with your NDS 


Art Academy (Nintendo) 

GET creative with your DS or DSi 
with this learning to draw and paint 
package. Your artist guide Vince will 
help you pick up the basics and, if 
not exactly a masterpiece, you 
should soon have some pretty 
decent pictures to show off to your 
friends. 

You can also use the DSi/Dsi XL 
camera to turn your photos into works of 
art. 

The stylus can act as various sorts of 
brush ortype of pencil from 2H to 2B and 
reacts in a very realistic way on your 
touchscreen canvas. 

You have a palette to call upon with 
colour wheel, paint tubes and water with 
which to mix the paints. 

Vince is ready to give budding artists 
some tips or you can always go into free 
paint mode if you just want to get on with 
creating a freehand picture. Mistakes 
can easily be put right. And when you're 
happy with the results, you can store 
more than 80 pictures in your own 
gallery. 

The Penguins of Madagascar 
(3, THQ) 

Join the mischievous penguins from 
the hit Madagascar animated movies, 
Skipper, Kowalski, Rico and Private on 
stealthy missions as they take on three 
tasks: Throwing King Julien a birthday 
party, finding the missing Mort and 
ridding the zoo of snow. This involves 
plenty of wisecracks, lots of fun mini¬ 
games and some pretty nifty acrobatic 
moves by these tough guy penguins. 
Good fun. 

Super Scribblenauts (12, WB) 

Already one of the most imaginative 
games on DS, Scribblenauts has been 
massively improved in its Super sequel. 
The hero Maxwell is a lot easier to 
manoeuvre now he’s controllable with 
the game pad, though if you prefer you 
can still use the stylus to guide him. 

But in the game tagged ‘Think It, Write 
It, Solve It’ it’s the amazing range of 
creatures and things you can create in 
the game simply by writing the word for 
it that impresses. In this new version 
many thousands of words are recog¬ 
nised - excluding rude words and trade- 


names - and for the first time you can 
use adjectives too, so whereas once you 
wrote ‘mouse’ and the familiar little 
beast was conjured up, now you can 
write ‘flying mouse’ to create your own 
fabulous mutant. 

Your imagination can really take flight 
as you create ways to help Maxwell 
complete his challenge. He’s got more 
than 100 puzzles to solve, in order to win 
his ‘Starite’ rewards. This will keep kids 
occupied for hours. 

Pictionary (3, THQ) 

The popular board game is brought to 
the DS to test your descriptive powers 
and drawing ability as you try to guess 
words from sketches made by other 
members of your team or by your Nin¬ 
tendo DS. There are easy, medium and 
hard settings and solo, pass and play 
and co-op quiz versions of the game. 
Your DS-owning friends can also join in 
with a wireless game. 

101 In 1 Sports Megamix 

(3, Nordcurrent) 

101 games in one may sound too 
good to be true and in a way it is 
because these are not high quality sims 
from the Lithuanian games house Nord¬ 
current. You start off with 10 sports and 
unlock the others as you earn 
points playing the existing 
games. 

Little skill is involved and 
some of the games are very, 
very repetitive. There are multi¬ 
player and wireless options if 
you want to share the tedium. 

Princess Isabella 

Witch’s Curse (7, GSP) 

More than 130 scenes to 
explore and 40 puzzles to solve 
as Princess Isabella and her 
fairy guide try to lift the curse 
placed on the royal family, 
trapping them behind mirrored 
walls. There’s also some mon¬ 
sters to battle and mini-games 
to play before the final show¬ 
down with the witch. The 
graphics are a little disappoint¬ 
ing given that this is a port from 
a PC title but this remains a 
solid adventure game for kids. 



Nintendo DS/DSi round-up 
by Leon Burakowski 



Art Academy can make you a DS artist 
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Dream WINTER 
world SALE 


HUGE SELECTION 

MANY ITEMS LESS THAN HALF PRICE! 

SALE NOW ON! 






# No deposit • roil iny to pay until 2012 A Up to 3 ycna s interest free ciedit 



3+2 Seater "*+*.«* 
teadier JTqc 
sofagp'CMi 


Dining Tzabli 
and 

0 I oat lie r 

CtKBI'S 


W 1 

m 



» * - 

■ fW 


Large Display of 
carpets al for 
imraeilate "*^ * L 
delivery 


Pvj» f C ,r 0/1 



Rise and Reciner 
Chairs 

From 

£295 


One Luxury Divan Bed 

WasS4W SAVE £400 


One King Stee Electric Bed 

C lowf 

I 

SAME WO€ 







Dreamworld Furniture has over 

^ 1*03,1X1 30 years of trading behind them. 

Nobody does it better! it’s a name 

WOrld y~r can trust! 

1 u BEST prices - BEST choice • BEST service 

Free £1,000 part exchange 
quotations on your old suite 


£1,000 part exchange 
on your old suite 


8 Stallings Lane, 
Kingswinford 
Telephone 01384 205000 

■P^B Ojjtn L1i>iMiH/-Siiliriiiy 10 am - 5|«m V 1 
Bijufl Sunday 10.30 am-4.30 pm 

























Page 14 HALESOWEN CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 30 2010 


thechronicle 


Those we said goodbye to in 2010 



Teddy Pendergrass Ray Alan Gary Coleman Dennis Hopper Harry Carpenter Christopher Cazenove Sir John Dankworth Michael Foot 



Tom Bosley Dick Francis Lena Horne Lynn Redgrave Jean Simmons Leslie Nielsen Alex Higgins Cyril Smith 



Tony Curtis Sir Norman Wisdom 


Loveable fool Norman lost 

THIS year we said goodbye to one of the truly great talents of cinema while It was a bad year for the literary 
the great talents from the heyday of Curtis had starred in some of the most world too with the deaths of Dick 
the British film industry, Sir Norman memorable films of all time, not least Francis and JD Salinger who will 
Wisdom. The acting dynasty of the Some Like It Hot. forever be associated with the death of 

Redgraves was hit again with the Boxing fans were saddened by the John Lennon through his book 
death of Lynn whose first major film demise of Harry Carpenter who Catcher in the Rye. 
role was as Georgy Girl. covered some of the biggest fights in From the world of politics the year 

Hollywood legends Jean Simmons, the sport and who will always be asso- said goodbye to former Labour leader 
Dennis Hopper and Tony Curtis also ciated with Frank Bruno and his Michael Foot and larger than life 
died. catchphrase “Know wharramean Liberal MP Cyril Smith famous. 

Simmons will perhaps be best £ arry.” The arena of music had its share of 

remembered for her role alongside Also gone from the sporting arena losses too with jazz singer Lena 
Kirk Douglas in Spartacus and was the mercurial Alex “Hurricane” Horne, soul singer Teddy Pendergrass 
Hopper’s career spanned almost 50 Higgins whose rapid style of play rev- and musician Sir John Dankworth, 
years. He became regarded as one of olutionised the game. Danny Farragher 
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Cohours 

“ r €299 

Cosy Corner Unit 


Fabric 3 Leather Corner! 

Units always In stock | 

Lntf*wkftaHt?k ftrk* 

^*17 2* Fabftc A 
Leather 


I Leattiet 

i .. .. FMvrlc 


Redlnerc 
1 always In 
slock 


Sets 

Large Range of 
Bedroom Furniture 
Available 




GLASS AND 
WOOD TABLE A 
CHAIRS ALWOTS 
AVAILABLE 


HUGE SELECTION OF 
MATTRESSES IN 
STOCK FOR 
IMMEDIATE DEUVERY 


Fern 

orty 

£39 




£39 £79 


P& SUITES & BEDS 

Pot tway Road, Oldbury 
West Midlands B69 2BZ 


1 ( 1:01215445155 
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Pictures to 
capture the 
big freeze 


THE weather 

outside is frightful - 
but the pictures are 
so delightful. 

Yes, it’s been cold - 
really, bone jarringly, 
worst in 100 years 
cold - but the unusal 
light qualties of sun 
reflecting off the 
powdery surface has 
meant a field day for 
photographers. 

Cameraman 
Graham Gough has 
been out and about, 
capturing images as 


diverse as a family 
taking the chance of a 
little sledging to the 
calm, still grandeur of 
hoar frost decorating 
trees on the sweeping 
drive at Himley Hall. 

He also caught a pas¬ 
toral sunset at Stour - 
ton and the effects the 
weather had on what 
should have been the 
Christmas rush at the 
High Street in Kinver. 

No matter what the 
weather, it ususally 
means good news for 
someone. 



Photographer 
Graham Gough 



Hoarfrost at Himley Hall.Pictures: Graham Gough 



Cold weather reduced the number of shoppers in Kinver High Street Andrew Mander with sons Daniel and James at Kinver Sunset at Stourton produced a compelling picture 
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GOOD PRICES 
PAID FOR EURO 
NOTES AND 
EURO COINS 


Fine Platinum £ 28 . 00 / 9 rant 

Ttam* CaupJetg Y£r« Plainian 


Al Role* 

Wttclws 

Vwbmed 


All 

VAjkdics 
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Al ftxUt 
Vrtnted 


ANTIQUE ARTICLES WANTED ALSO 


www.bowjanglesmidlands.co.iik 

0121 556 6868 


FOR ANY INFORPAATK*! 

TO DO WITH GOLD, 

OLV ER, PLATINUM, 
WATOHES AND ANHQLES* 
CALL FOR FREE ADVICE 
HIGHEST PRICES 
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Pc Andy Forbes 


New man 
on the 
town beat 

THE Kidderminster 
Town beat has a new 
local policing officer. 

Pc Andy Forbes has 
taken over from Pc Clive 
Llewellyn, who has 
moved to a new post at 
West Mercia Police head¬ 
quarters at Hindlip after 
six and-a-half years. 

Pc Forbes has been 
with the force for the past 
seven and-a-half years, 
of which four were spent 
as a Local Response 
Officer (LRO) for Red- 
ditch town centre. 

For the last year he has 
been an LRO for the west 
side of Kidderminster 
and has a good knowl¬ 
edge of Wyre Forest. He 
has also received two per- 
formance-related 
commedations. 

Pc Forbes, married 
with a son, said he was 
still getting to know the 
key people on his beat. 

“I expect it to be 
demanding and challeng¬ 
ing but I am really 
looking forward to devel¬ 
oping my new role,” he 
said. 

He is currently 
working on a crime pre¬ 
vention initiative target¬ 
ing purse thieves in 
Kidderminster. 


Why the early birds got 
out to feed the Robins 


TIMES may be tough now - but 
little more than 100 years ago 
many Kidderminster children 
needed charitable help just to get a 
good breakfast on Christmas Day. 

Worcestershire County Council has 
revealed a newly catalogued collection I 
of records giving an enthralling 
glimpse into how our ancestors gave a I 
helping hand to needy children in the 
festive season. 

The documents, currently on display at 
the History Centre on Trinity Street in 
Worcester, make a fascinating array of pho¬ 
tographs, meeting minutes and notebooks 
from the late 19th and early 20th centuries | 
that show how members from the charity 
Guild of the Good Shepherd stepped in. i 

Cake 

They provided a “Robin Breakfast” to chil¬ 
dren. The meal consisted of beef and ham 
sandwiches, bread and butter, two types of 
cake and a cup of tea. 

Records reveal that on Boxing Day 1892 
more than 650 children went to Kiddermin¬ 
ster Town Hall to receive the breakfast. 

An excerpt from one of the records reveals: 

“Many of them were in rags and had no hats mas morning to get the breakfasts ready and 
or caps. the grateful Robins who arrived to enjoy it.” 

“Many were also in tears due to the Admittance to the breakfast was by ticket, 

intense cold.” Needy children would be recommended by 

Paul Hudson, head of Worcestershire’s P°li ce an d teachers, 
history centre, said: “These documents are Sometimes children found on the streets 
absolutely charming. on Christmas morning would be invited to 

“The photos depict both the volunteers the feast. 1 

who worked from around 4.30am on Christ- ^ newspaper report from winter 1895 \ 

says: While rejoicing at the 
sight of so many happy faces, 
the members of the Guild were 
only too conscious that the treat 
was only a brief alleviation of the 
poverty and want that form the lot 
of the juvenile guests.” 

Mr Hudson added: “We’re 
delighted to have been passed 
these records; they give such an 
insight into the generosity of our 
ancestors from Kidderminster, but 
also an understanding of the level 
1 of poverty in Kidderminster and 
indeed the whole of the county.” 



Left, the Robins 
breakfast 
workers of 
1895 who got 
up before dawn 
to ensure that 
the children 
had something 
to eat on 
Christmas Day. 


Below, some of 
the Robins who 
devoured beef 
and ham sand¬ 
wiches, bread 
and butter, 
tea - and two 
types of cake 


A precious tickets to Christmas Day breakfast 


The Robin Break- many years. For more 

fast ended in 1914 with many information about the Record 

volunteers away at the war, although the Office call 01905 766351 or visit the council 
Guild continued with charitable work for website www.worcestershire.gov.uk/records 


Hunt as 
bikes are 
stolen 

TWO distinctive moun¬ 
tain bikes worth a total of 
£700 have been stolen 
from a shed at Stourport. 

They were taken from 
Wilden Lane between 
9.30am and 10.40am on 
Saturday, December 4. 

Two youths were seen 
loitering near the back of 
the property shortly 
before the thefts. 

The bikes are a pale 
blue Carrera Valcon, 36- 
inch frame woman’s 
model with saddle bag, 
and a large framed, black 
and white Saracen 
Mantra man’s bike with 
Gothic white lettering 
and saddle bag. 

Pc Allan Figueiredo 
said: “These are distinc¬ 
tive, large framed bikes, 
and we would like to hear 
from anyone who saw 
them being taken, or has 
any idea of who stole 
them or where they are 
now.” 

Anyone with informa¬ 
tion should contact him 
on 0300 333 3000 or ring 
Crimestoppers anony¬ 
mously on 0800 555 111. 

Star pupils 
top of tree 

CHILDREN at Offmore 
Primary School in Kid¬ 
derminster won top prize 
in a Christmas competi¬ 
tion. 

The pupils finished top 
in the Barnet Hill garden 
centre’s competition to 
decorate a Christmas 
tree. 

They received £100 
worth of vouchers. 

Runners-up, Pedmore 
CofE Primary School and 
Burlish Park Primary 
School, both received £50 
vouchers from the 
garden centre. 
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thechronicle 


Death of 
charity 
pioneer 


A REVERED charity pioneer whose determined 
nature influenced people and organisations 
throughout Stourbridge has died. 

Jock Poyner MBE, former mayor of Stour¬ 
bridge, secretary of Stourbridge FC, headmaster 
of Tenterfields Primary School and joint-founder 
of Mary Stevens Hospice was 89 when he passed 
away at Russells Hall Hospital. 

Tributes have been made to the “very 
approachable, pleasant and positive thinking” 


Mr Poyner, who was born in Edinburgh in 1921. 

Son David led the adulation to his father, 
whose funeral took place last Tuesday at St 
Mary’s Church, Oldswinford. 

“Someone once called him Mr Stourbridge for 
all he’d done for the town and I think that about 
sums him up.” 

He leaves behind a widow, Dr Brenda Clarke, 
two sons, 14 grandchildren and six grandchil¬ 
dren. 


Delight as three-year 
mosque bid approved 


Special delivery - by reindeer 


PUPILS got an early 
Christmas present deliv¬ 
ered on a sleigh pulled 
by two reindeer. 

At the Brier School, 
Bromley Lane, 
Kingswinford, Santa’s 
Elf, played by a staff 
member, gave out pres¬ 
ents to pupils from a 
sleigh drawn by the 
reindeer. 

Each pupil received a 
present from the school 
paid for by fundraising 
events during the year. 

Pupils were able to to 
meet the reindeer before 
being getting their pres¬ 
ents. There were soft 
toys for younger pupils 
and model cars and 
games for older ones. 

Parents also joined 
with pupils for the 
annual Christmas fair. 
Pupils met Father 
Christmas in his grotto 
and received a selection 
box. 

Nursery nurse Carol 
Millward said: “It was a 
very special day and 
having the reindeer 
bring in the presents 
added to the magic. 

“It was great to see all 
the parents come in for 
the Christmas fair.” 



WORSHIPPERS in Dudley are 
“delighted” after permission to build a 
£1.2million mosque was given the go- 
ahead. 

The proposals for the Rizvia Mosque in 
Trinity Street were granted by Dudley 
Council development control committee 
chiefs at a meeting on December 13. 

The decision to build the mosque and 
community centre comes three years after 
a parking dispute forced leaders to with¬ 
draw their plans in 2007. 

Under the new proposals the exiting 
mosque will be demolished and in its place 
will be a contemporary two-storey building 
with glass dome and minaret. 

Some 150 people, who have been using 
the former scout hut for daily worship, 
since 1998, will benefit from the renova¬ 
tion. 

Rizvia general secretary, Mohammed 
Amin, said: “This has been going on for 
such a long time and even through all of 
the issues that we encountered we have 
managed to win our fight and we are now 
all delighted with the result. 

“The new mosque and community centre 
will be a huge asset to all of the community 
as well as the Muslim faith. Although the 
scout hut has served us well it is very small 
and we are all looking forward to a larger 
space to pray and hold events.” 

School extension scheme 

PLANS to extend a Halesowen primary 
school have been lodged with council chiefs 
in Dudley. The work proposed for Our 
Lady and St Kenelms RC Primary School, 
in Bundle Hill, would see new toilets 
created along with a new cloakroom area 
and stairwell. A planning application has 
been submitted. 



Entertainer Christopher Biggins with children and families using the Ronald McDonald 
House 

Panto star brings 


smiles to 

PANTO star Christopher Biggins 
brought some festive cheer to poorly 
children with a visit to Birmingham 
Children’s Hospital. 

The veteran entertainer, currently star¬ 
ring as Widow Twankey in Aladdin at 
Wolverhampton’s Grand Theatre, paid a 
visit to Ronald McDonald House, where 
families stay with youngsters receiving 
treatment. 

The star met youngsters, many of whom 
will be spending the festive season there, 
and helped them decorate their Christmas 
tree. 

Thrilled 

The building in St Mary’s Row has 
already helped more than 1,000 families 
since it opened in November last year. 

Biggins said he was “thrilled” to have 


hospital 

spent the day with the children and their 
families. 

“Christmas is a time for families to be 
together, so accommodation like this is 
essential as parents can be close-by to their 
sick child,” he said. 

“I wish the staff and all the families a 
wonderful Christmas and all the best in the 
New Year.” 

Libby Aston, manager of the house, 
added: “Our home-away-from- home accom¬ 
modation opens its doors to families for the 
entire year. 

“We have families who use the house for a 
few days and some that stay with us for 
months with several families staying with 
us over Christmas to be near their sick chil¬ 
dren. Our priority is to make sure they are 
comfortable and that they have the best 
Christmas possible.” 



With Harriet Waters, aged 10 weeks 
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The Georgian buildings and Victorian National Savings 
Bank on Easy Row were cleared to make way for Para¬ 
dise Circus (below) and the Easy Row subway near 
Alpha Tower is the only reminder left 


Book remembers 
lost Birmingham 



F EW other English cities Problem is, the new way of living was not 
have been transformed as beneficial to the sense of community 
! • i • which thrived m the teeming streets ot 

much as Birmingham in Victorian Brummagem. Something 
the past 70 years. special was lost alongside many impres- 

A perplexed time traveller beamed to sive Georgian and Victorian buildings, 
today from the 1930s would be hard Mark Norton’s Birmingham Then & 
pressed to recognise some parts of the Now, part of the Britain In Old Photo- 
Second City to that workshop of the world graphs series, rescues some of these lost 
which provided the engine for the British buildings by showing them before the 
Empire. wrecker’s ball cleared them away. The 

The work started by the Luftwaffe book also shows what replaced them 
during the air raids of the war years was which, with just a couple of exceptions, 
completed by eager town planners in the tended to be something ultra-modern and 
1960s. Alotofthe development was well- ultra-ugly. 

meaning, clearing squalid back-to-backs Mr Norton, whose previous work 
for a brave new future of hi-rise living, includes Birmingham Past & ‘Present: ‘In 

My Father’s Footsteps, con¬ 
trasts the before and after 
views with many previously 
unpublished vintage pictures 
alongside his own shots of 21st 
Century Birmingham. 

He said: ^My first book was 
filled with my father’s photo¬ 
graphs. Research for that book 
sparked an interest that has 
grown and grown. 

“As someone who grew up in 
1970s Birmingham, it is not 
surprising that I failed to 
appreciate the history of the 
city during my early years. The 
drab, concrete buildings that 
filled the city centre did little to 
create a sense of civic pride. 

“It was only the realisation 
of the importance of photo¬ 
graphs of the city taken by my 
father, before the Inner Ring 
Road was constructed, that 
finally made me appreciate 
that Birmingham was a city 
with a fascinating history..” 

Published by The History 
Press, Birmingham Then & 
Now is available in paperback 
for £12.99. 


Birmingham 

THEN & NOW 




This massive building on Suffolk Street, between Navigation Street and 
Swallow Street, had opened in 1895 as the Municipal Technical School 
and housed the Central Technical College, Birmingham Central 
Grammar School and Matthew Boulton Technical College until the 
latter college moved into a modern building. It was demolished in the 
mid-1960s and the Brunei Street car park (below) now occupies the site 
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CORSA 


08/08 CORSA VXR. Silver Lightning 

£12,990 

£10,990 £2000 

09/09 CORSA 1.4 DESIGN. 5-dr, Black Sapphire 

£9790 

£7790 

£2000 

08/58 CORSA 1.2 CLUB. 3-dr, Silver Lightning 

£8290 

£6490 

£1800 

09/58 CORSA 1.4 DESIGN. 5-dr, Air Blue 

£8490 

£6690 

£1800 

08/58 CORSA 1.2 SXi. A/C, 5-dr, Metro Blue 

£8290 

£6690 

£1600 

ASTRA 

08/08 ASTRA 1.8 DESIGN. 5-dr, Panacotta 

£8990 

£7290 

£1700 

09/59 ASTRA 1.4 CLUB. 5-dr, Silver Lightning 

£9990 

£8290 

£1700 

07/57 ASTRA 1.8 SRi. 5-dr, Panacotta 

£7490 

£5990 

£1500 

09/59 ASTRA 1.8 SRi XP SPORT HATCH. 3-dr, Technical Grey £11,990 

£10,490 £1500 

10/10 ASTRA 1.4 SXi. 5-dr, Sovereign Silver 

£12,490 

£9990 

£2500 

06/56 ASTRA 1.4 LIFE ESTATE. Panacotta 

£5990 

£4990 

£1000 

10/10 NEW ASTRA 1.4S. 5-dr, Black Sapphire 

£10,990 

£10,490 £500 

10/10 NEW ASTRA 1.4 EXCLUSIV. 5-dr, Blue 

£11,290 

£10,690 £500 

VECTRA 

08/08 VECTRA 1.8 LIFE. 5-dr, Star Silver 

£7990 

£6290 

£1700 

08/08 VECTRA 1.9 CDTi (150) SRi AUTOMATIC. Silver Lightning £10,490 

£8990 

£1500 

06/56 VECTRA 1.9 CDTi (150) SRi ESTATE Star Silver 

£7290 

£6290 

£1000 

07/07 VECTRA 1.9 CDTi (150) EXCLUSIV ESTATE. Black Sapphire£7290 

£6290 

£1000 

INSIGNIA 

09/09 INSIGNIA 1.8 EXCLUSIV. 5-dr, Technical Grey 

£12,690 

£10,990 £1700 

09/09 INSIGNIA 1.8 EXCLUSIV. 5-dr, Sovereign Silver 

£12,690 

£10,990 £1700 

MPV + 4X4 

09/59 MERIVA 1.6 CLUB. Silver Lightning 

£9490 

£7990 

£1500 

03/53 MERIVA 1.6 LIFE. Blue 

£3290 

£2990 

£300 

09/59 ZAFIRA 1.8 EXCLUSIV. Metro Blue 

£12,490 

£10,990 £1500 

08/08 ANTARA 2.0 CDTi SE AUTOMATIC. Black Sapphire 

£14,990 

£13,790 £1200 

07/57 MERIVA 1.6 BREEZE. Silver Lightning 

£6990 

£6290 

£700 

CHEVROLET 

10/10 CHEVROLET MATIZ 1.0SE. Choice of Colours 

£7490 

£6490 

£1000 

07/57 MATIZ 1.0 SE. Moroccan Blue 

£3790 

£2990 

£800 

07/57 MATIZ 0.8SE. Blue 

£3690 

£2990 

£700 

07/07 MATIZ 1.0SE. Silver 

£3490 

£2990 

£500 

04/54 KALOS 1.4 SX. 3-dr, Black 

£3990 

£2490 

£1500 

07/57 CAPTIVA 2.0 VCDiLS. Silver 

£11,990 

£10,490 £1500 

09/59 CAPTIVA2.0VCDiLS.Black, 4x4 

£14,990 

£13,290 £1700 

06/06 LACETT11.6 SX ESTATE. Green, Metallic 

£5290 

£2990 

£3300 

JAPANESE 

07/07 MAZDA MX5 2.0 CONVERTIBLE. Black 

£9490 

£8290 

£1200 

06/06 MAZDA 5 2.0D SPORT. Black 

£8490 

£7290 

£1200 

06/56 TOYOTA AYG01.0 SPORT. 3-dr, Silver 

£4990 

£3990 

£1000 

PEUGEOT 

06/06 2061.6HDi SPORT. 3-dr, Grey Metallic 

£5290 

£3990 

£1300 

CHRISTMAS OPENING TIMES 



Christmas Eve. 

.8.30am - 

3.00pm 

Christmas Day; Boxing Day & 27th. 

CLOSED 



December 28th (SALES ONLY) . 

.10.30am 

- 4.00pm 

December 29th & 30th . 

.8.30am - 

5.30pm 

New Year’s Eve . 

.8.30am - 

4.00pm 

New Year’s Day. nlMlV-" 

Sunday 2nd Jan ... -.AjilES-®-"------ 

Monday 3rd Jan f OK . 

.11.00am 

- 5.00pm 

.10.30am 

- 4.00pm 

.10.30am 

- 4.00pm 


Jack proves to be 
master of his trade 


A 20-year-old Black 
Country carpentry 
apprentice has scooped a 
top accolade after being 
named Apprentice of the 
Year by the Stourbridge- 
based Western region of 
Mansell Construction. 

Jack Carey, from 
Stourbridge, was given 
the award after working 
on several major 
Mansell projects across 
the region. 

He is a key member of 
the refurbishment team 
which has developed a 
reputation for high 
quality fit-out work for a 
wide and diverse client 
base. 

Jack studied for his 
NVQ in carpentry at 


Walsall Housing Group’s 
training centre, after 
which he completed his 
NVQ level three at 
Stourbridge Apprentice 
Training Centre. 

He was presented 
with his award by divi¬ 
sional manager Andy 
Price and construction 
manager Dean Howard 
at Dartmouth Park, 
West Bromwich, where 
Jack is currently 
involved in Mansell’s 
latest project to help 
restore the park to its 
former glory. 

Highly Commended in 
Mansell’s apprentice 
awards was 20-year old 
Steven Lediard, from 
West Bromwich. 



Apprentice of the Year Jack Carey, from Stourbridge, with Mansell’s Dean 
Howard and Andy Price, who presented the 20-year-old with his award 


Manor reduced to 
to a pile of rubble 


Charity 
launch 
of talent 
contest 



Stephen Greenhalgh and office manager Marlene Elwell, who both 
retired fromt Roberts Primary School 


THE school bell has sounded for 
the final time for Black Country 
staff who bid a fond farewell at 
the end of term. 

At Roberts Primary School, in 
Lower Gornal, children waved off 
their assistant head teacher 
Stephen Greenhalgh, his wife, 
teacher Sofija Greenhalgh and 
the school’s office manager 
Marlene Elwell who were both 
retiring. 

Mr Greenhalgh, of Pedmore, 
Stourbridge, has spent 22 years 
at the school, which he joined fol¬ 
lowing a stint teaching at Ellowes 
Hall School, Lower Gornal. 

“It’s the case now that families 
are coming back around with 


their third generations which is 
nice,” he said. 

He started teaching sixth 
formers and reckons that he has 
taught around 10,000 in his 34- 
year career. 

The 56-year-old is planning a 
three-month round the world 
cruise with his wife Sofija who is 
also leaving her teaching position 
at the school. 

Grandmother-of-two Mrs El¬ 
well, aged 60, was presented with 
flowers and cards made by pupils. 

The school administrator, of 
The Northway, Sedgley, said: 
“The atmosphere among staff has 
been really good and in general 
this is a real community school.” 


IT was once a stately manor 
home at the centre of a Black 
Country beauty spot, but now 
the 19th century Saltwells 
House has been reduced to a 
pile of rubble. 

Bulldozers demolished the 
building within Saltwells Nature 
Reserve, Netherton, leaving just 
bricks, girders and wooden 
beams. 

Decades old wooden doors were 
strewn among the debris marking 
a sad end for the landmark. 

It has taken contractors Win- 
tergill Architects less than a 
month to demolish Saltwells 
House, which was built in the 
1800s. 

Dubbed a “jewel in the crown”, 
the house was built by the Earl of 
Dudley but had succumbed to 
vandals since shutting in 2001. 

It had been subjected to count¬ 
less attacks by youngsters smash¬ 
ing windows, lighting fires and 
spraying graffiti on the walls. 

Important 

The building had previously 
been used as a school and a 
nursing home. 

Councillor Bryan Cotterill, who 
helped lead a campaign to save 
the building, said the group was 
now looking to the future. 

“It didn’t take long at all to 
demolish it and it is the end of an 
era for the area,” he said. 

“Now it is even more important 
to start pulling together a long 
term plan for the site. We think 
that the contractors have demol¬ 
ished the site before others come 
in to clear away the rubble.” 

Dudley Council and developer 
Dudley Public Sector Partnership 
are drawing up proposals for the 
site. 

Campaigners say they are keen 
for more details to be released on 
the redevelopment of the area of 
the nature reserve, off Pedmore 
Road, near Brierley Hill. 

It had become a magnet for 
vandals after falling into disre¬ 
pair and was sold to developers 
earlier this year. 

Around 2,000 signatures were 
collected by the Saltwells Action 
group to try and save the doomed 
house from demolition. 


Walking at the Nest 

WALKERS can join a ramble at 
Dudley’s Wrens Nest Nature Res¬ 
erve on January 5 from 10am to 
noon. Meet at Mons Hill College 
car park, Wren’s Hill Road. Call 
01384 812785. 


A BLACK Country 
charity is launching a X 
Factor-style competition 
for young musicians in 
the area. 

The Halesowen Foun¬ 
dation supports local 
learners to develop their 
talents in music and 
sport through bursaries. 

Those wanting to show 
off their musical talent 
have until January 14 to 
apply for the competi¬ 
tion. 

Youngsters will be 
asked to perform in front 
of judges on February 12, 
in four categories, digital 
music and percussion; 
brass and woodwind, 
piano and strings and 
voice. 

Difficult 

Winners from each cat¬ 
egory and age range will 
be invited to a celebra¬ 
tion dinner at Halesowen 
College’s restaurant 
where trophies and cer¬ 
tificates will be pre¬ 
sented. 

Foundation director 
Keith Bate said: “This is 
the first year we have 
held this competition and 
we are really eager to see 
the range of talented 
young people. 

“I know already that 
the judges will have a 
really difficult decision. 

“I would urge everyone 
to get their entry forms 
filled in as soon as possi¬ 
ble.” 

Entry forms and the 
terms and conditions can 
be downloaded from the 
foundation’s website 
www.halesowenfound 
ation.org 

Use change 
for stables 

A BID to convert stables 
near Stourbridge into a 
residential property has 
been given the go ahead. 

A planning application 
for the work at Stourton 
Hill Stables on Bridg¬ 
north Road, Stourton, 
has been approved by 
South Staffordshire Dis¬ 
trict Council. 


Media employees 
give festive boost 

A SACKFUL of presents for children was 
collected by staff at a Brierley Hill-based 
media firm. Virgin Media staff got into the 
festive spirit by organising a present collec¬ 
tion for the Four Steps to a Smile appeal at 
the company’s offices at The Waterfront. 

More than 200 gifts were donated Four 
Steps to a Smile goes to children’s homes in 
the Midlands to compile Christmas wish 
lists from children and young adults who 
may not otherwise receive a gift. 

Once the charity completed the list, busi¬ 
nesses and members of the community 
were asked to purchase one of the gifts. 

The presents were then collected and dis¬ 
tributed, or are dropped off under the 
Christmas tree at Old Square shopping 
centre in Walsall, before being opened on 
Christmas Day by the children. 


Walkway planned 
for car dealership 

TWO plots of open space in Sandwell will 
be turned into a walkway and garage. 

A 426 sq yd plot of land, which is next to 
the former Crown Works, Newtown Lane, 
Cradley Heath, is to be transformed into a 
landscaped walkway for a car dealership, 
called Motor Market, in School Street. 

A 165 sq yd plot of land which had been 
earmarked for open space off Dunkirk 
Avenue in West Bromwich is to become a 
garage with off-road parking for the next 
door resident. 

A Sandwell Council spokesman said that 
there was no covenant restricting the land 
for open space but any residents wishing to 
object should send comments in writing to 
the head of corporate property at Sandwell 
Council House in Freeth Street in Oldbury 
by January 20. 


Cut in number of 
homes in new plan 

PLANS to build homes on the site of a 
former Dudley drilling works are to go 
before planners for a second time - despite 
being rejected earlier this year. 

David Wilson Homes has altered its 
plans for housing development on the old 
M&J Drilling Works site, in Holloway 
Street, Lower Gornal. It is now seeking per¬ 
mission to build 74 homes rather than the 
original 76 to follow recommendations 
made by planning chiefs. 

The developers hope the change will find 
favour when it comes before planners in the 
New Year. The developer says the reduction 
in the number of homes will also allow for 
changes in the development design. 

The scheme was resubmitted on Decem¬ 
ber 8 and is expected to be discussed by the 
committee again in January or February. 
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***New Tear Clearance Sale*** 
Open New Years Day £ Throughout 10ant4pm 



ALL MUST GO 
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I/S Price 
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CHRONICLE MOTORING 


Chevrolet follows the fleet with 
launch of a seven-seat carrier 


CHEVROLET is looking 
to make inroads into the 
fleet market with the launch 
of the practical seven-seat 
Orlando people carrier. 

Available with a 1.8-litre 
petrol engine or two new power¬ 
ful diesel derivatives and in 
three trim levels, the Orlando 
MPV aims to offer class-leading 
value for money in a stylish 
design and is priced from 
£16,395 on the road. 

Package 

With generous equipment 
levels across the range, the new 
Chrevrolet package is backed 
up by highly competitive 
running costs both at the pump 
and for tax returns. Mated with 
a six-speed manual gearbox as 


standard, the Orlando’s diesel- 
engined models offer a com¬ 
bined mpg figure of 47.1mpg 
with C02 emissions of 159 
g/km, meaning an annual road 
tax bill at current rates of £150. 

The 141PS 1.8-litre petrol- 
engined models offer fleets 
attractive company car pay¬ 
ments (PHD) from just£740 per 
year, while the 2.0 VCDi diesel 
models offer payments of £802. 
P11D levels remain low across 
the range - particularly for 
diesel models. 

The Orlando also benefits 
from best-in-class insurance 
group ratings and no other 
seven-seat MPV can match the 
1.8-litre petrol model’s 10E clas¬ 
sification. 

Standard equipment for the 
Orlando is generous across the 


range. All models have Elec¬ 
tronic Stability Control (ESC), 
air conditioning, electric 
windows and mirrors, six 
airbags and three 12v power 
sockets. Highlights of the mid- 
priced LT trim level include rear 
parking sensors, climate control 
and an upgraded stereo while 
the range topping LTZ includes 
17-inch alloys, automatic head¬ 
lights and windscreen wipers 
and power-folding door mirrors. 

Automatic 

For ultimate luxury, the 
163PS diesel-engined LTZ can 
be further specified with an 
automatic gearbox and Execu¬ 
tive Pack which adds a full 
leather interior with heated 
front seats, sat-nav and 18-inch 
alloys. This top-of-the-range 


model represents outstanding 
value at £23,195. 

Keith Jones, Chevrolet 
national fleet sales manager, 
said:“The Orlando is a high- 
quality vehicle that provides 
Chevrolet access to fleet chan¬ 
nels that we have never com¬ 
peted in before. The Orlando 
blends practicality, style and 
comfort. 

“Backed up by a three-year 
warranty, high mileage fleet, 
service and maintenance 
package options and the 
support of a nation-wide dealer 
network, the Orlando is an out¬ 
standing and versatile proposi¬ 
tion. This car represents the 
start of a journey that will repo¬ 
sition Chevrolet as a totally 
committed provider to the fleet 
sector.” 





53 REG VAUXHALL MERIVA 1.8 ENJOY 


£3499 

Li 56 Weekly Payments of £25 


EXAMPLE: CASH PRICE £3499, DEPOSIT £99, BALANCE TO FINANCE £3400. -4 A H O/ 

260 WEEKS AT £17. TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE £4519. APR 14. I /O 


Cars you can afford... 

F ...from a name you can trust 

• Familv run father & son business with 30 vears in the tradi 


Family run father & son business with 30 years in the tradi 

• Fantastic peace ol mind warranty available on every car 

• All vehicles are serviced, MOT’d and have a 92 point checkover prior to delivery 

• Part exchange your current car, van or motorbike 

• Can’t get finance - we can help 

• Up to 5 years Finance available 

• Top part exchange Allowance 

• Deposits from £99 


> 52 REG LANDROVER FREELANDER 


1.8 SERENGETI SE 4X4 3 DOOR 


IN METALLIC BLUE, ALLOY 
WHEELS, CD PLAYER, AIR 
CONDITIONING,ELECTRIC 
WINDOWS & MIRRORS, 
T-BAR ROOF,ROOF BARS, 
REMOTE LOCKING & ALARM, 
MULTIPLE AIRBAGS 


. 




54 REG SEAT AROSA1.0 S 3 DOOR IN SILVER 


53 REG NISSAN MICRA1.2 S 3 DOOR IN BLUE 


56 REG MAZDA RX-8 231 PS WITH FULL BLACK LEATHER 


02 REG RANGE ROVER 4.4 VOGUE AUTOMATIC IN BLUE 

I 


56 REG FORD MONDE01.8 ZETEC 5 DOOR 

,//[■! l! l! 1 
W 


'MmUmm 


02 REG CHRYSLER GRAND VOYAGER 2.5 T/DIESEL 7 SEATER MPV 


58 REG VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4 LIFE 5-DOOR 

SI 


New Year New Years Eve 9am-5pm 


Q e||jn .... r „, Sunday 2nd January 10am • 4pm 

Times " 9 New Year's Day Khun ■ 4pm Monday 3rd January Onwards 9am ■ 7pm 

www.motorvillage.co.uk 


your route to carefree motorin 


Dudley Road, Lye, Stourbridge, DY9 8DU 

(f 01384 895965 BBHGWta 


Merry 
Hill' 


X]# 


Subway| | 
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“JANUARY SALES COME 
EARLY AT TWALL FORD” 
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T. Wall Garages 

High Street, PemiKt, Kii^ninftirlr DYE UB 

Telephone: 01384 282900 

V , wMw.twallfbrtLco.uk 

Molahiliry > MCiw 


THE TWALL JANUARY SALE 
“31 GREAT CARS...31 GREAT PRICES” 


0555 RBI AULT ME 6 AN El 90 Ci 130 PS 30 fi MET RED 30,000 MILES AjCON 

0909 ABILA EXPRESSION 1 . 01 ZVSDR BLAZE RED 7 SOO MILES. 

0808 CORSA BREEZE 1 . 21 BV 9 DR STAR SILVER 11.000 MILES ACON. 

0808 CMMMM 12 WHMAIR BLUEISjSD MILESAOON. 

0858 CORSACLU 11 . 216 V 5 DR BLICKSAPPHIRE 20 . 000 MILES PLUS PACK... 

09 G 9 CORSASKI 1 . 410 V SOR E: LAC I (SAPPHIRE 12.000 MLES AiOOP 

0059 CORSA 8 ) 31 . 416 V 30 R ELACICSAPPHIRE 20,000 MLES AOOPJ. 

1059 CORSASKI 1 . 410 V 3 ORSTAF SILVtP iStODOMHESWCOW . 

1009 CORSASE 1 . 216 VSDR 9 LACKSAPPHIRE 4 ^ 00 MIESACOH 

0909 TKjRAEXCLUSIVI^I 8 V BLACK SAPPHIRE SyQOOlillLES LEATHER TRIM. 

0 GD 5 ASTRA IREEZE 1 . 618 VSDR SILVER UGHIPJIfG 36,000 MILES A/Q 0 flj ... 

0608 ASTRA SX 11 B 1 W 3 M SI LWER LIGHTNING 15.000 U LES A/OON. 

6608 ASTRAOeSIQN 1 . 81 #V AUTO 308 STAR SILVER 19.700 IjIILES 

0808 ASTRASRI 1 . 9 CDTi 1 »PS 30 RXP ULTRA BLUE 21,000 MLES 18 " ALLOYS 

0609 ASTRA SR 111 IRV SDR XP MET FO BLUE ? .000 Ml LES Iff* ALLOVS. 

0959 ASTRA SR 11 J 1 W SDR XP BLACK SAPPH RE 12.500 MILES IB" ALLOYS 
0959 ASTRA SRI 1 . 816 V 3 DR XP TECHNICAL GREY 11,000 MILES 18 * ALLOYS 

0808 MERRfAOESBN 1 . 410 V 5 DR LANCELOT GOLD 20,000 MILES ACON. 

0909 MERNACLUB 1 . 410 VBOR ULTRA BLUE 7,000 MILES WCOU 

1010 MBIRIACUIB 1 . 410 V SDR STEEL BLUE 13,000 MILES ACON. 

10 GO NBV MERTLM DOCLUSN 1 . 41 W 10 OPS SI LVER LAKE 300 Ml LES ONLY ... 

09 E 9 ZAFIRA 0 ESKU U 1 BVMETRO BLUESiSDO NILES ACON 

1059 ZAFIRA DESIGN I.BIOVFW'JADOTTASOOOMILES AOI'T. . 

1059 ZAHRABJTE 1 ICOTI 1 BOP 8 SIO/ER LIGHTNING 15 ^ 00 MILES LEATHERTRIM 

1010 ZAnRADBSlSU II 1 «V SILVER UGHTPJING 5.200 MLES AOON. 

0767 VOTRASRI 1 I 10 Y ESTATE POMEGRANATE REO 30.000 MILES ACON. 

0858 VBn’RAOeSION 1416 V 50 RBLACKSAPPRl^E 21300 MILESACQN 
0858 VBTRASR 11 J 1 RVB 0 R MPSILVER LIGHTNING 25^000 MILES Iff ALLOYS 
0009 INSmiAEXCLIISIVlIlWeOR SILVER LIGHTNING 29 . 000 MILES FILE RSCK 
0909 INC IGEtlASI NNT 2 JD CDTi 130 PS 4 DR METRO BLUE 33.000 MlLE 
0909 INSI«tlAEXCLUSIV 2 J)COTi 10 tlPS EST TEChHICALGREY 30.300 MILES EXTRAS 


SALE PRICE 

.. 24.095 

. 2fc695 

.18.495 

... 0,795 

.18.495 

... 17,495 
17.495 

. 17,495 

es.-tc 
... 0.495 
bl,795 

. £7.495 

£8^95 
... 0.995 

19298 

. 110295 

£10.296 

. 18.695 

£7.095 

. 17.995 

.211.005 

... 110296 

.110.495 

... £13.995 
.. 111295 
.. 17298 
17,795 
... 17.995 
. 19,995 

... £11.495 
113296 


WNY MANY MOM USED CARS IN STOCK AT GREAT PRICES 


y> 

\ 


HAPPY NEW YEAR! 


T- Wall Garages Q 

High Street. Pensnett, Kingswinlord. DY68XB 

Telephone: 01384 288333 Mutability 
www.twall.co.uk 
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01902 317878 
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Reply to an ad 

by phone 0905 436 6562* by P ost ^ 
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Dial the number below the advert you wish to 
respond to and when prompted input the six 
digit box number. 


by text 78850 

If an advert has a mobile phone symbol next to it (as 
above) simply send WOL followed by the box number 
of the advertiser you wish to respond to and send it to 
78850*. For example: WOL(space)123456(space)Hi 
saw your ad would like 2 know more about u. It's that 
easy!(£1.50 per message sent) 


If an ad has an envelope icon next to it (as above) 
send your reply in an envelope (addressed to 
the advertisers Box number) Place this envelope 
in a further envelope addressed to My Match, 
Classified Dept., Express & Star, Queen St, 
Wolverhampton WV1 3QL. Include your name 
and address on the back of a cheque or Postal 
Order for £6 per reply (two replies for £10) Make 
cheques or postal orders to Express & Star. In 
your main letter, ensure you leave a contact 
number for the advertiser to reach you on. 


Place your ad 


Call 0800 121 6140V 

Remember if you leave your 
mobile number when prompted 
we’ll send you 2 free matches , 
each week, and you can 
subscribe to receive text alerts ] 
when someone leaves you a 
voice message. 


To retrieve replies to your ad, 
justcall 0905 436 6564 * 


FRt| 
AOS 




imtch 


View pictures 

Text 88833 


If an advert has a 
camera symbol next to 
it (as above) this means 
the advertiser has a 
photo. 


Text woLVDAT^space] 
followed by the 
advertisers Box number 
to 88833. 



Helping you find your perfect 
match in the Midlands 


women seeking men j 

Ladies Text n' Chat. Text in now and 
chat to local people. Send : CHAT207 
To : 65125 (T&C's below)._ 

SHROPSHIRE female 40, seeks special 
local male to share life with. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 355959 ^ 

53YR old female, young at heart, likes 
cinema, theatre, meals out, pubs, walks, 
holidays, seeks genuine, trustworthy 
male, 48-56. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:339275 

TALL slim, attractive brown eyed 
brunette, 42, many interests, seeks fun 
loving cultured male to spend quality 
time with. ACA. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:355253 0 

ATTRACTIVE single mum, 40, outgoing, 
seeks similar guy for good times, possi¬ 
ble relationship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 348919 ^ 

OPEN friendly Christian female, profes¬ 
sional, seeks kind, caring, Christian 
male for friendship and more. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 348867 0 

PRINCE wanted, must be 6ft, loving, 
caring and honest, no old frogs. I am late 
50’s and attractive. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 337465 
WEST Midlands female, 4, attractive, 
slim, divorced, N/S, seeks slim, clean, 
attractive male. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 343735 

LISA 32, size 8, seeks male, 32-48 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 346713 | 

HELEN 38, one child, blonde hair, 5ft 
6ins, slim, attractive, likes swimming, 
dancing, seeks male, 43-53 for friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 331399 

MICHELLE black British, 30, curvy, slim, 
size 12, 5ft 5ins, sociable, friendly, 
understanding, loving, seeks male, SO¬ 
SO to enjoy romantic nights. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 317945 
LADY N/S, car owner, seeks lonely, 
retired gent with old fashioned values for 
friendship/days out and holidays. 
Stourbridge. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 354183 

CURVY red haired female, been hurt in 
the past seeks older male to buy her 
flowers and mend her broken heart. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 377432 0 
ATTRACTIVE slim blonde, 45, seeks 
honest, caring, genuine male, 45-55 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 349651 

SINGLE mum, non drinker, seeks male 
for nights out, meals and lots of fun. 
Dudley. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
353085 | X 

ATTRACTIVE nurse, 48, 5ft 6ins, cine¬ 
ma, walks, country, WLTM attractive 
male of similar age for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
341479 

SLIM 32yr old blonde, kind, caring, good 
listener, honest, likes to have fun, seeks 

male. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
339373 SB 

BLONDE attractive, educated lady, tall, 
slim, curvy, 47, seeks tall, professional, 

40-52. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
362478 | 

PRETTY size 8 female, 19, seeks male 
to spoil and treat her like a Princess. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 335019 
COUNTRY loving female, black hair, 
green eyes, GSOH, likes countryside, 
cosy nights in, music, seeks similar 
male. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
333797 | 

LINDA 70’s, likes theatre, dancing, 
seeks nice gent for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
355891 


HI I’m Emma, a 31 yr old smiley lady. I 
love fun and am looking for excitement 
with a fun male, I want to make you 
happy, age unimportant. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 355765 0 
FEMININE lady, attractive, intelligent 
and slim seeks genuine strong minded 
male; I have so many interests please 
call to hear them. ACA. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 355763 0 
FRIENDLY outgoing, sociable lady, 34 
but looks mid 20’s (its true) WLTM 
adventurous male 18-65, I’m open to 
most ages/things, happy to try most 
things. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
355761 | 

SLIM attractive, self sufficient lady, 44, 
GSOH, seeks special male, 35-50 to 
share evening in/out, theatre, possible 
relationship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 351813 0 

LITTLE bit nice and definitely a little bit 
naughty! Imaginative curvy blonde 
seeks male for kisses and cuddles. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 

363428 0 SB 

ATTRACTIVE female, 45, slim, affec¬ 
tionate, intelligent, seeks honest, caring 
male for fun and friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
301001 

FEMALE kind, giving, thoughtful, sensi¬ 
tive, seeks lifetime friend to love and 
understand me for who I am. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 350397 
ATTRACTIVE Tall, black female, 51,6ft, 
slim-medium build, kind, honest, consid¬ 
erate, own home, seeks genuine, tall, 
faithful, 6ft plus male, 45-70 with own 
home for serious relationship. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 349211 

LADY 50, slim, GSOH, likes cooking, 
nights out, seeks genuine guy, 50-55 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 333183 
STEFF dark hair, single mum, small 
build, likes cosy nights in/out, seeks sin¬ 
gle dad, 30-40 for friendship, possible 
relationship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 333173 0 

KAREN 47, 5ft 9ins, civil servant, attrac¬ 
tive, down to earth, likes drink, dance, 
socialising, home life, seeks tall, profes¬ 
sional male, N/S for loving relationship. 
Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 324349 
WHITE curvy female 33, GSOH, likes 
nice things in life, seeks gent 43-57. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 325939 

BLACK female, 38, seeks male, 30-50, 
adventurous, and fun loving, daring and 
caring. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
327355 

IRENE 72, N/S, active, 5ft 2ins, slim, 
blonde hair, seeks similar male for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 331301 

EASYGOING loving day dreamer, curvy, 
long brown hair, seeks similar kind, lov¬ 
ing male to share fun, friendship and 
good conversations. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 355249 0 

BLONDE female, 32, fun loving, likes 
letting her hair down and kicking her 
heels up, caring, considerate, seeks 
likeminded male, 25-40. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 323417 © 

ATTRACTIVE widow, 5ft 8ins, OHAC, 
GSOH, likes meals out, holidays, WLTM 
gent, 70-80 for friendship and happi¬ 
ness. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
330461 

YOUNG bubbly black lady, likes 
wining/dining, seeks mature male for 

fun. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 


STUNNING Caribbean black beauty, 33, 
size 10, 5ft 9ins, intelligent, caring, 
classy, seeks generous, solvent, roman¬ 
tic, male, 33-45 for loving, caring rela¬ 
tionship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box 
No: 326751 0 

SLIM attractive 44yr old female, N/S, no 
ties, likes travel, nights out, seeks male, 
40-50 for LTR. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 341491 0 ^ 

ATTRACTIVE 40yr old female, brunette, 
slim, trendy, no ties, high morals, seeks 
slim male for friendship/relationship. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 316619 
YOUNG looking, pretty female, 40, 
brunette, slim, no ties, N/S, seeks attrac¬ 
tive, refined male for friendship/relation¬ 
ship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
313115 

BEAUTIFUL slim brunette, blue eyes, 
good figure, loves to dance, WLTM 
someone nice to share good times with, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 355251 | 

WIDOWED female, 65, likes socialising, 
holidays, meals out, seeks male for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 339765 | 

PETITE dark haired lady, 43, size 10, 
seeks considerate, N/S male, 25-50 for 

fun. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
338651 


seeks gent, 50-61 with GSOH and simi¬ 
lar likes. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box 
No:334627 

FRIENDLY black female, attractive, 46, 
single mum, professional, seeks attrac¬ 
tive, solvent, trendy, professional, gen¬ 
uine male for LTR. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 349865 

72YR old widower, smart, likes travel, 
conversation, dancing, cooking, missing 
that special man in her life who is easy¬ 
going and N/S. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 349265 

PROFESSIONAL lady, young 50, fash¬ 
ionable, pleasant, kind, likes country¬ 
side, outdoors, holidays, family life, 
seeks pleasant, committed Christian 

male. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
316403 

ATTRACTIVE female, 42, slim, 
brunette, no ties, N/S, likes travel, nights 
out, weekends away, seeks slim male 
for possible relationship. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 327579 

MAUREEN seeks male 32-45 for friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 323543 0 

LADY 76, N/S, caring, respectable, 
WLTM gentleman, 70-76 for outings, 
holidays, day trips and friendship. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 340021 

ATTRACTIVE glamorous, black female, 
young 44, seeks male for friendship/dat¬ 
ing and LTR. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:339799 


SUE young thinking 54yr old female, 
varied interests, likes music, walks, cin¬ 
ema, pets, football, seeks N/S, genuine 
male for friendship, maybe more. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 328177 

RITA 32, size 16-18, 5ft 4ins, seeks 
male, 30-50 for friendship and more. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 324709 0 



MARIA 38, blonde, 5ft 5ins, caring, likes 
nights in/out, seeks caring male for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 329319 SB 

CURVY intelligent young widow, 58, 
blue eyes, short dark hair, lovely figure, 
seeks tall lively male to enjoy life’s 
pleasures with. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:353429 0 

ATTRACTIVE slim female, 64, divorced, 
truthful, 5ft 3ins, modern, young at heart, 
seeks genuine, nice looking, clean male, 
57-67. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
338315 

CURVY black female, seeks genuine 
male, 28-40 to make me laugh and have 
fun. Must have GSOH. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 317387 

YOUNG 72yr old female, slim, active, 
attractive, likes walks, seeks similar 

male. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
324441 | 

SARAH 20, attractive, brown hair/eyes, 
nice personality, like pets, seeks similar 
male, handsome for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
317925 i ® 

LADY 60’s, seeks male for friendship, 
holidays and socialising. Car driver with 
ability to tow a caravan a bonus. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 324265 

PETITE blonde lady, 56, OHAC, likes 
countryside, nights out, dancing, cine¬ 
ma, theatre, holidays, seeks gent with 
similar interests. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 303395 

LONELY blonde widow with no ties, 
looking for love and romance again with 
lots of TLC, WLTM similar man. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 355247 0 

SHEILA 5ft 4ins, blue eyes, red hair, 
16st, 53, likes music, meals out, country 
walks, seeks male, 45-54 who is sin¬ 
cere, fun loving for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
3214551 

ROSANNA 41, caring, loving, devoted, 
loyal, seeks male for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
322921 

ATTRACTIVE divorced 55yr old female, 
size 10, 5ft 6ins, blue eyes, long dark 
hair, seeks tall, medium build, athletic 
guy to put the sparkle back into life. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 318203 | 

LOUISE seeks nice male in her 
Christmas stocking. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 321491 0 

WEST Bromwich female, late 50’s, mod¬ 
ern, romantic, easygoing, seeks active, 
genuine male, 45-60 for LTR. Driver pre¬ 
ferred. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
336759 

DO you know what women want? 40yr 
old petite lady needs spoiling and lots of 
love by attractive male, 45-55. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 327573 SB 

BOSSY lady, 44, dark hair, fit, slim, good 
looking, seeks male, 40-50 who will do 
as he is told. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:326119 

GENUINE easygoing lady, 80’s, N/S, 
seeks likeminded gent, 65-75 for friend¬ 
ship and company. Must be genuine. 
West Midlands. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 325719 

60YR young lady, slim, 5ft 4ins, young 
outlook, GSOH, honest, caring, loving, 
likes travel, nights in/out, music, theatre, 
seeks honest, caring male, 58-68 for 
love and laughter. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 320067 0 
CAROLE 55, loving, caring, GSOH, 
likes nights in/out, animals, N/S, seeks 
caring male, 50-60 for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
3167931 


CUSTOMER support 0844 800 1188 

Monday - Friday 9 to 5 or alternatively, you can email us 
at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


SINGLE attractive young female, fun 
loving fit and fruity seeks likeminded 
older male for good times. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 363432 0 SB 

DOWN to earth female, 45, seeks gent, 
45-55 to sparkle back into life, friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 349468 

FEMALE medium build, seeks nice N/S 
male, 40-42 for fun and friendship, 
maybe more. West Midlands. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 337985 0 

GENUINE West Bromwich female, 
smoker, many interests, seeks fit male, 
driver preferred for LTR. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 334841 
VAL 35, single mum, seeks male for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 334695 0 

LADY 67, N/S, caring, likes sports, 
seeks male, 60 plus for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:323529 

TALL slim, young at heart 48yr old 
female, seeks tall, kind hearted male for 
nights out and companionship. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 323863 0 

BLACK beauty, 29, 5ft 4ins, 14st, size 
16, single mum, likes cooking, reading, 
travel, socialising, seeks honest, down 
to earth male, 30-45 Single dad wel¬ 
come. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
308031 

ATTRACTIVE petite female, 34, single 
mum, likes nights in/out, cinema, sea¬ 
side, days out, seeks male with similar 
interests. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box 
No:317151 SB 

SYLVIE 59, N/S, long blonde hair, 5ft 
2ins, slim, OHAC, likes cycling, walks, 
keep fit, horse riding, holidays, theatre, 
films, meals out, GSOH, seeks male for 
friendship/LTR. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:321149 | 

SINGLE mum, likes walks, nights in/out, 
seeks fun loving male with similar inter¬ 
ests. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
320937 | 

ATTRACTIVE divorced, single mum, 38, 
5ft 5ins, blonde hair, green eyes, seeks 
similar, honest, attractive, dark haired 
male, 35-43 for friendship, maybe more. 

Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
307800 | 

VANESSA 32, black, slim, attractive, 
likes nights in/out, cooking, seeks male, 
30-35 for friendship, maybe more. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 305797 

ATTRACTIVE female, medium build, 
dark hair, hazel eyes, seeks male, 20-30 
for relationship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 315415 

45YR old natural red head, likes rock 
music, seeks tall, dark, genuine, honest 
male for possible relationship. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 312491 
ATTRACTIVE black female, 33, likes 
music, cooking, cinema, seeks tall, gen¬ 
uine male, 30-40 for LTR. Single dad 
welcome. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box 
No:315413 

HAYDA widow, black hair, green eyes, 
likes countryside, pubs, nights in, 
GSOH, seeks country loving male for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 320583 
TWO attractive ladies who like to dance 
and socialise, need two smart partners. 
Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
3199891 

DAWN 45, 5ft 2ins, average looks, easy¬ 
going, seeks male for loving relation¬ 
ship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
317865 

WIDOW black hair, green eyes, likes 
countryside, pubs, music, nights in, 
seeks similar male. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 332231 

ATTRACTIVE widow, 5ft 7ins, genuine, 
sincere, OHAC, GSOH, likes dining out, 
holidays, seeks lonely, caring gent for 
friendship and happiness. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 331049 


men seeking women j 

Guys Text n' Chat. Text in now and 
chat to local people. Send : CHAT207 
To : 65125 (T&C's below). 

ATTRACTIVE male, 53, seeks older 
female, 60-70 for fun. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 338165 

STEVE 44, medium build, dark hair, 6ft 
2ins, seeks female for relationship. 

Ludlow. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
383204 | 

LONELY biker, blond hair, blue eyes, 
seeks nice lady for fun, maybe more. 
Single mum welcome. Hereford. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 355099 | 

YOUNG looking 57yr old male, seeks 
petite, red headed female with lovely 
green eyes, 38-52 for relationship. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 383182 | 

46YR old male, 5ft 5ins, blue eyes, short 
hair, N/S, intelligent, likes swimming, 
fishing, walks, days out, seeks similar 
honest female. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 352575 | SB 

KIDDERMINSTER man, 55, 6ft, slim, 
handsome, honest, true Knight, seeks 
Princess for happiness, romance and 

fun. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
355297 | 

MALE 45, seeks female, 25-45 for regu¬ 
lar, casual relationship. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 3550191 

STEVE 54, seeks large, mature female, 
35-65 for fun. Can travel. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 330103 

35YR old male, GSOH, WLTM female, 
30-50 for nights in/out, possible relation¬ 
ship. Stourbridge. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 354261 

GENUINE Hednesford male, 58, N/S, 
retired, likes sports, meals out, cinema, 
seeks female, 45-60 for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:349625 ^ 

SUCCESSFUL businessman, 32, seeks 
female, 24-40 for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
348821 

MALCOLM 70, N/S, non drinker, likes 
caravans, weekends away, socialising, 
drives, seeks female for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 3413451 

IAN 41, 5ft 1 ins, slim, dark hair, seeks 
similar for no strings fun. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 355869 
GENUINE male, 6ft 1 ins, blue eyes, 
shaven head, nice personality, seeks 
genuine, honest, loving female, 30-40’s, 
slim-medium build. Dudley. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 355735 


tionship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box 
No:355637 0 

MIKE 47, brown hair, blue eyes, tall, 
easygoing, romantic, likes films, walks, 
sports, meals out, seeks soul mate to 
spoil for friendship, maybe more. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 323711 ® 

YOUNG looking 57yr old male, seeks 
petite, red headed female with lovely 
green eyes, 38-52 for relationship. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 383182 | 

WALSALL male, 56, good looking, N/S, 
placid nature, seeks similar female, any 
age for friendship/relationship. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 354961 ^ 
MALE useful 63, caring, likes music, lit¬ 
erature, country walks, animals, seeks 
intelligent lady for company. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 317671 SB 

FUN loving male, 64, seeks genuine, 
romantic lady, 64-71 with GSOH and 

TLC. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
325237 

LOVING caring widower, GSOH, likes 
socialising, holidays, seeks attractive 
lady, 55-70 for friendship, maybe more. 

Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 348187 


CHRIS slim 46, fair hair, likes outdoors, 
seeks likeminded lady 35-45 for friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 346667^ 

CHRISTIAN male, 53, young attitude, 
fashionable, athletic, 5ft lOins, adventur¬ 
ous, seeks soul mate. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 381618 

ATTRACTIVE tall, black male, 6ft 3ins, 
slim, 40’s, caring, genuine, GSOH, 
seeks female, 25-55 for fun, friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 341031 

SLIM attractive male, 47, seeks caring, 
loving lady for nights out and friendship. 
Please reply for free hug. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 347521 ® 

FIT 65yr old male, looks 40, feels 30, 
medium build, seeks N/S lady, 64-70, 
caring, genuine with GSOH for friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 339195 
MARTIN 52, GSOH, romantic, tactile, 
solvent, seeks special female for nights 
out and possible relationship. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 315713 

MALE 56, young looks, N/S, honest, 
loyal, caring, quiet, seeks similar female 
for life long soul mates. West Midlands. 

Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 353851 

MALE 53, N/S, seeks female, 40-60 for 
friendship, maybe more. Willenhall. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 352447 
ROBERT 66,national trust member, 
honest, caring, likes most sports, travel, 
theatre, seeks lady for friendship, maybe 
more. Staffs. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 351067 

47YR old male, average build, short hair, 
tall, seeks lady, 35-47 with GSOH for 
friendship/relationship. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 329917 

TALL handsome male, 41, GSOH, likes 
romantic days/nights in/out, WLTM 
attractive, down to earth, young lady, 35- 
55, size unimportant. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 346611 0 SB 

SINCERE guy tall, good job, seeks 
female to ne my friend and soul mate. 
Wolverhampton. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 351581 0 

TREVOR young 49, tall, rugby type 
build, down to earth, caring, respectful, 
own car, likes walks, meals out, cooking, 
seeks soul mate and best friend. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 323403 
DIVORCED male, Cancerian, 57, looks 
younger, seeks special lady to fill the 
empty space in life. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 349993 0 
ROBERT 47, 6ft, medium build, blue 
eyes, likes pubs, meals out, cinema, 
karaoke, seeks female, 45-50 for friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 338219 0 ® 

MALE 46, N/S, seeks female to sparkle 
back into life. Wolverhampton. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 353781 0 

DAVE 47, 5ft lOins, slim, lorry driver, 
seeks female, 35-50 for fun and excite¬ 
ment. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
317307® 

<4 

KEVIN 34, 6ft 2ins, blond hair, medium 
build, toned, young boyish good looks 
likes nights out, sports, holidays, seeks 
similar male, any age for fun. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 355984 SB 

GAY male, 55, seeks similar gay male, 
18-80 for friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 355301 0 
SHROPSHIRE male, 25, loving, caring, 
own home, country boy, seeks male for 
fun. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
348309 0 


gay/friends seeking 




adult contacts 




http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: 0905 calls cost £1.30 per min. 09052/0906 calls cost £1.00 per min. 0779: 25p, Plus network extras. Mobiles will be considerably higher. TEXT*: SMS Chat Services: 65125/88300. After registration you will be sent 3 chat mesg at a cost of £1.50 per mesg then all subsequent mesg received 
will be charged at £1,50/mesg. Sent mesg are free. Text services are moderated by experienced operators. EasyChat/FastChat: You will be sent a MMS with 3 photos at a cost of £1.50 per photo. Subsequent msgs charged at £1.50 per msg.. Check your operator's to send mms charges. 88833 texts £1.50 per 
msg. Mobiles must be MMS/Wap compatible in order to use these services, if not contact your Network Provider. Texts to 78850 cost £1.50 per message received. A minimum of six messages are checked and passed for safety sake before users may pass contact details. To Stop send STOP to 78850. Text alerts 
are charged at £1.00 per week (2 x 50p billed msgs). To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk<http://www.localdates-terms.co.uk> /. We reserve the right to contact individuals with pro¬ 
motional information. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK PO Box 56394, SE1 OWT, 0844 800 1188. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for 
regulatory purposes. Adverts are from Wolverhamptom and surrounding areas and may appear in other publications. WC271210 
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Dedication lands accolade for golf club 

HABBERLEY Golf Club (EWGA) developed the nised across the country. Benefits of GolfMark club environment, includ- 

has won a top accolade for GolfMark award to iden- More than 30 other accreditation include ing ethics, and child pro- 

its dedication to junior tify and acknowledge golf sports, including tennis raising the club’s profile, tection and duty of care, 

and beginner’s golf. facilities in England that and rugby, are also using further development of EGU and EWGA devel- 

The club, near Kidder- were junior and beginner the alliance to add value coaches and volunteers opment officers continu- 

minster, has been friendly to their accreditation and greater access to ally conduct assessment 

awarded GolfMark The award also inte- schemes. More than funding. meetings, offering advice 

accreditation. grates Sport England’s 10,000 sports clubs have GolfMark evaluates and guidance to golf clubs 

The English Golf Union Clubmark award - a been awarded Clubmark clubs on three areas in on how to further enhance 

(EGU) and English national standard for or are working towards their junior section: their junior sections and 

Women’s Golf Association quality sports clubs recog- achieving accreditation. Coaching and playing; beginner initiatives. 


LATE KNOCKDOWN 
COSTS THE TITLE 



A CONTROVERSIAL By Craig Birch from Gray early on. 

1 -in • ,-1 ■] i ' * He had already bloodied the 

knockdown in the last his grasp The < Black Country nose of his 32-year-old Shropshire 

round cost Coseleys Bully’ already appeared to be opponent, who was running out of 

T q m i £» Roll tkp Mirl going to ground from a slip when ideas and starting to swing wildly 

Jamie rSall tne ivild- g e ^ as | elped on his w ^ y but with Ball comfortable on his toes 

lands light mid- referee Messer, convinced a punch in the eighth round. 
rHowmcrhb titfo aoMnaf had knocked him off balance, The younger fighter got behind 
dieWeignt title against Y d it knockdown his jab and further caught the eye 

Telford’s Kieron Gray put the first with a rattling left in the ninth 

Rut Grav did rint hnmp blemish on the 26-year-old’s and all he had to do was survive 
wUB tBo L JL Wlf record in his 11th professional the last round to lift the title. 

with the vacant area belt F rw^iiv it fpii n itw 

either, and may retire after 
the fight at Birmingham’s 


fight. 

Stamina 

But Ball showed great courage 


Crucially, it fell apart, although 
Ball remained adamant he had 
done enough to win the fight. 

Holiday Inn which Dudley ^ ut ^ sh ° wed c °l ra % e He said: “Kieron Gray was a 
^ qi Mac , and similar stamina after being really difficult opponent who was 

referee bhaun Messer laid out for most of the week with strong and came to win, I take my 
scored a 96-96 draw. the flu, which at one point had put hat off to him. 

Ball was winning by two the fight in doubt. “But it was me who landed body 

rounds going into the 10th. Fans were not disappointed shots and head shots. He was 

But he took a count after a that the December 20 bout went loading up with the big right hand 
knockdown which, coupled with ahead in an entertaining title every time and I blocked it almost 
Gray winning the session, tussle, of which Ball took control every time he came in. 
snatched the Midlands belt from after weathering some big shots “j can ’t se e how he drew the 

fight and that is what is 
frustrating me. 

“It’s very disappoint¬ 
ing, a draw is just as bad 
as a loss in my eyes.” 

There was further 
heartache for the Dudley 
contingent as Dean 
Anderson’s unbeaten 
start to life as a profes¬ 
sional was halted in his 
third fight after a shock 
stoppage against Birm¬ 
ingham’s Sid Razak. 

Late replacement 
Razak smelled blood 
after connecting with a 
right uppercut. Ander¬ 
son, instead of tucking up 
and hanging on, contin¬ 
ued to trade blows and 
after taking further pun¬ 
ishment referee Messer 
stepped in and stopped 
the light welterweight 
contest 42 seconds into 
the second round. 

Injury 

But there was better 
news for Stourbridge’s 
Kevin McCauley, who 
banished the memory of 
losing the Midlands wel¬ 
terweight title earlier 
this month by beating 
Birmingham’s Dee 
Mitchell. 

The light mid¬ 
dleweight six-round 
contest was thrown 
together at four days’ 
notice when Tipton’s Lee 
Glover pulled out with a 
groin injury but both 
fighters were up for the 
clash. 

However, it was 
McCauley who held the 
upper hand as the fight 
wore on and teed off with 
the jab after a big shot 
had rocked Mitchell’s 
head back in the third. 

Referee Messer scored 
the contest 60-57. 


Jamie Ball, right, lands a shot in his title fight with Kieron Gray 


Legend Karlsson back 
at Monmore for 2011 


WOLVES speedway legend Peter 
Karlsson has been confirmed for the 
Monmore club in 2011. 

And the 41-year-old is expecting to 
be in great shape come March. 

“I’ve been training well ever since 
the season stopped,” said the veteran. 

“This has helped me to go even 
harder.” 

Karlsson, who skippered the Parrys 
International Wolves to the Elite 
League title in 2009, will be spending 
his 14th campaign in the black and 
gold. And not even a temperature of 
minus 26 degrees outside the car in his 


native Sweden could cool the enthusi¬ 
asm coming via a variable mobile 
signal. 

“It will be great to go back to Wolves 
and be with the club I’ve ridden most 
for in my whole career, out of all coun¬ 
tries,” he said. When I get back there it 
will feel like I was never away. I’ve got 
a good feeling (about the team).” 

Wolves owner Chris Van Straaten, 
who also hopes to confirm Fredrik 
Lindgren’s deal soon, doesn’t expect 
PK to be the points scorer of his peak 
years but reckons his value in the pits 
and to the team is “immeasureable”. 


Shorter Samurai put their 
judo rivals to the sword 


A DEVASTATING per¬ 
formance from the 
younger juniors of 
Samurai Judo Club saw 
five gold medals won by 
a seven-strong entry for 
the Midlands Com¬ 
memorative Champi¬ 
onships in Walsall. 

The other two players 
both got bronzes to 
make it seven medals 
out of seven for the club. 

Darcie Hancocks was 
first up for the girls. 
The youngest of three 
judo sisters, and whose 
mum is a player and 
coach, Hancocks cer¬ 
tainly has a judo blood¬ 
line and it shows. She 
defeated all her oppo¬ 
nents with ease, none of 
her contests lasting for 
more than a minute, 
and gold was the 
outcome. 

Backwards 

Charlotte Read made 
it gold in all three of her 
tournaments. Her early 
contests were straight¬ 
forward wins but a 
tough opponent in the 
final was finally thrown 
backwards with fewer 
than 10 seconds left on 
the clock. 

Bryony Griffiths also 
looked totally in 
command throughout. 
As with Hancocks, none 
of her opponents could 
last more than a 
minute. It was her 
seventh gold medal in a 
contest career that is 
beginning to move 
towards national level. 

Hamish Beaumont, 
whose medals include a 
bronze at the presti¬ 
gious Kent Interna¬ 
tional Open, had to 
work hard to win his 
first contest against a 
much heavier player. 

But after that it was 
easy wins all the way to 
the final and then a 
spectacular maximum 
point throw less than 10 
seconds into the bout. It 
was regarded as the 
throw of the day and 
brought gasps of admi¬ 
ration from the crowd. 

Meanwhile, Tommy 



Palfreyman was quietly 
working away on the 
next mat, winning con¬ 
tests steadily but deci¬ 
sively and ending with 
success in an excellent 
final. 

Ryan Hardiman, 
exceptional at the recent 
Bev Teams event, 
seemed to struggle for 
rhythm but still did well 
enough to collect the 
bronze. 

Hayden Clarke also 
had a determined go but 
was up against far bigger 
and stronger players, 
though he too did enough 
to earn a bronze. 

For details about start¬ 
ing judo or information 
about the Samurai club, 
call 0776 1122977 or visit 
the website on 
www.samurai.org.uk. 

The club reopens on 
January 3. Darcie Hancocks displays her golden reward 



Talks on 
deal for 
Harriers 
stalled 

BUSINESSMAN Chris 
Swan has refused to rule 
out fresh talks over a 
financial rescue package 
for Kidderminster Harri¬ 
ers. 

But the Warwickshire - 
based entrepreneur 
admitted that discus¬ 
sions were deadlocked 
over a possible takeover 
at Aggborough. 

The Blue Square 
Premier outfit was 
looking to raise £150,000 
quickly to meet wage and 
tax commitments and 
avoid the threat of 
administration. 

The current directors 
met Swan - the man 
behind property business 
Cobalt Developments — 
but issued a statement 
announcing he had 
decided to withdraw 
from the proposed 
takeover. 

And Swan said: “It’s 
gone as far as I am con¬ 
cerned and I am not sure 
it can be picked up. 

“I am keeping my eyes 
open and will see what 
happens, but it’s difficult 
to know what is going on 
there at the moment. 

Table 

“You never say never, 
but the door is not open 
at the moment. 

“However, if certain 
stumbling blocks can be 
resolved, we could get 
around the table again.” 

Director Keith Chan¬ 
dler, in an open letter on 
the club’s website, set out 
a review of the discus¬ 
sions held with Swan. 

In it he said that Swan 
had hoped to obtain 100 
per cent of the club’s 
shares but that it was 
believed some of those 
who held only a few 
shares may have died, 
with the whereabouts of 
the shares unknown. 

Chandler said an offer 
was made to Swan which 
would have covered 86 
per cent of the shares. 
The club constitution 
allows outright control to 
anyone holding 75 per 
cent or more. 

Meanwhile, Harriers 
have moved quickly to re¬ 
arrange the home Blue 
Square Premier game 
with Kettering that was 
postponed. It will be on 
Tuesday, January 11 
(7.45pm). 
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Midland News 
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